
34°04’25.4”N 
118°27’17.8”W:

three perspectives, one place

NArnia
Sage Hill
Tongva 
land



My first experience 
of the land came in 
my first year at ucla
my friend told me 
about a secret spot 
where people would 
hang out
somewhere on the 
west part of the hill 
behind hitch suites
she called it narnia
One day I ventured 
out climbed a fence 
and found it
an idyllic hillside 
seemingly untouched 
by ucla
I was obsessed
upon exploring further 
I found a sign saying 
that this was sage hill
I thought oh ok I guess 
ucla does know about 
this place
I thought hopefully 
they dont end up 
building anything  on 
top of here

Over the coming 
months as I would 
come to narnia with 
friends to hang out 
smoke or just vibe 
I started to notice 
how different people 
used the land
it seemed like UCLA 
viewed the land as a 
kind of conservation 
space where they 
could study the native 
environment
other students used 
the space much like 
I did as a place to 
hang out and escape 
from the intensity of 
school
In my second year I 
began to have classes 
in person and I began 
to notice the land 
acknowledgments 
that all classes had 
in their syllabi and 
mentioned on the first 
day 
this is unceded tongva 



land they said
tongva land

unceded

and yet still under 
the control of ucla                                                         
a land grant 
institution and direct 
descendant of the 
colonization that 
stole the land in the 
first place

I learned more 
about the history of 
colonial presence in 
Los ángeles and how 
in so many sources 
its presented as a 
peaceful thing

when really the 
native tongva comm-
unity was forced 
to work on ranchos 
doing jobs that 
were destroying the 
habitat that they had 
inhabited for ages

I learned more about 
the land that ucla 
calls sage hill

and the goals that 
they have for it
theres a desire to 
why should we as 
members of the 
colonizer community 
of ucla get to 
control this scrap 
of still native 
land and ask the 
tongva community to 
teach us about its 
significance

As a person who 
resides near the land 
I hope to be able to 
continue using it as 
a place to retreat 
from the chaos of 
student life
but it doesnt feel 
like a retreat when 
i think about how 
ucla is using the land 
as a token of their 
wokeness when in 
reality they would 
never want to take 
real action and give it 
back



NARNIA

A
The Narnia typeface is based off of my initial 

experience with the land at 34°04’25.4”N 
118°27’17.8”W, seen from the perspective 
of a UCLA student who uses the land as a 
space to relax, retreat and vibe. My friend 
told me about the space in my freshman 

year, and once I discovered it for my-
self, I have used it and shared it with 

my friends. Many other students also 
use the space. Many people come 

to smoke and relax, get away from 
the regular intensity of UCLA. 

This font is based off of that tra-
dition, and is modeled after the 
forms that smoke creates as it 

dissipates through the air. It 
creates shapes that are free, 

fluid, and relaxed. Its not 
always easy to understand 

but its always a vibe. I 
hope that I have been 

able to capture this 
aesthetic in my font. 



a á b c d e é 
f g h i í j l k 
l m n ñ o ó 
p q r s t u Ú 
v w x y z 



SAGE   HILL

A
This font is based off of my orientation towards 

UCLA as a colonial institution, which is not so 
positive. UCLA is a land grant institution, meaning 

that the land that it resides on was given to 
the University of California as part of  the 
Morril act of 1862. This was an act signed 
by Abraham Lincoln, which has to do with 

designation of US land for educational 
purposes. The American ownership over 

land, specifically in the Los Angeles 
region, but also everywhere else can 
be traced back through the layers of 

colonization that have taken place. 
From the USA to Mexico, to 

Spanish conquistadores, this land 
has been under colonial control 

for the past four hundred 
years. This font highlights 

UCLA’s part in that, 
referencing the font used in 
the UCLA logo, combined 

with the european 
aesthetic that UCLA 
portrays itself with in 

its architecture and 
identity aesthetics.   





Tongva Land

A
The Tongva Land typeface is a representation of my 
emotions towards the colonial legacy in the Los An-

geles area, that UCLA is part of. Over the course 
of this class, I have learned a lot about the his-
tory of the Tongva community and what they 

have been subjected to. I have also learned 
about the myriad ways that this history is 

represented, or misrepresented. I honestly 
think that the current practice of land ac-

knowledgements is somewhat of a mis-
representation of this history in terms 

of how passive it is and how little it  
does to tech people about the true 

history or current movements. 
This font is based off of the hand 

scrawled aesthetic of the Land 
Back movement’s logo, com-

bined with the forms that 
oak branches make. It is 
a fusion of the  anger of 

activism and the aesthet-
ic of nature. I think that 

out of the three per-
spectives, this one 

would e the one 
that the plants 

agree with 
most.  



Tongva Land

a á b c d e é 
f g h i í j l k 
l m n ñ o ó 
p q r s t u Ú 
v w x y z 



Artist Statement
I had the idea for this project last summer, 
when I was thinking about what I wanted 
to make for this class. I was thinking about 
the land that we would be studying and I 
realized that I could idenify a multitude of 
different perspectives on the land, from 
my own perspective as a student, to UC-
LA’s perspective as an institution, to the 
plants and animals perspectice as inhab-
itants, to the native tongva communitys 
perspective as original stewards. These 
perspectives differ intesely from eacho-
ther and I was super interested in exam-
ining the differences between these per-
spectives and the ways that they overlap 
and influence each other. I initially wanted 
to make zines to showcase each of these 
perspectives, but eventually I became 
more interested in the voices that I heard 
in my understandings of each orientation. 
I decided to make fonts in order to have 
a medium to express my own thoughts 
on each side of the land, and to discuss 
the way that my perspective has changed 
over the years that I have known about 
the land. 

Thanks for taking a look!

Tacy Prins Woodlief



You can download the current 
versions of the fonts from this page: 
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