Disposal Detectives

Team Leaders:
Vanessa Nguyen and Elias Platte-Bermeo
[ | | |
Team Members:
Riley Cooke, Zachary Devereux, Ryan Hallman, and Diana Nguyen

Stakeholders: Daisy Oliver and Addae Jahdai-Brown



2016-17 SAR Team

e Secured materials for
residential composting

e Laid foundation for our
project through pilot
program at Hilgard
apartments




Objectives

RENEW Hilgard compost program

ANALYZE waste sorting behaviors

EDUCATE residents on how to properly sort waste
DIVERT landfill waste

RECOMMEND trajectory of compost expansion within UCLA housing



Methodology & Results - Surveys

Hilgard Online Survey Survey at Weyburn Karaoke Social

Issues with Hilgard Composting Program

- Would you like to see a residential compost program in your
apartment complex?

60
15

10 40

Count

20

Yes No

Results




PLEASE

DOUBLE BAG
FOR BAG
DURABILITY

-
s

RECYCLABLES ONLY

RECYCLING ONLY

All Recycling Must Be Clean, Empty, and Dry.

All Plastics

6666

Glass Bottles & Jars

i

Styrofoam

Aerosol Cans

‘OUR GOAL ZERO WASTE TO LANDHILL BY 2020
o do you o 1 hp e bl v

Metal

ucta |

COMPOST ONLY

Food Waste & Scraps

Food-Soiled Paper

-3

Compostable Bags
& Packaging

6

Flowers & Plants

Hand Wipes

Paper Towels & Tissues

o ot 1 i e ol v

‘OUR GOAL Z1RO WASTE 10 LANDFIL BY 2020
P UcLA

@




Methodology & Results - Educational Materials

HOW TO SORT YOUR WASTE

COMPOST RECYCLE TRASH TO LANDFILL

FOOD WASTE CARD- Awmun STYROFOAM wu uneo

® 2 0...,.@ <fe.c.,..,w

FOOD SOIL!D PAP!R OR
FOIL-
LINED soxuo

@ g PACKAGING  RECYCLABLES
Q UCLA ReSidentiaI Life sustam,ucla.edu/MyLastTras‘h

LET'S TALK DIRTY....

[ \
HILGARD'S TRASH TO LANDFILL

TIPS & TRICKS FOR COMPOSTING
PROBLEM SOLUTION

BAGS TOO THIN DOUBLE BAG IT
AND TEARING?

to add an extra layer of
']‘ ®
DOES YOUR FREEZE IT
COMPOST SMELL? in your freezer to keep it out

protection
of sight and smell
DOES YOUR BAG BRING YOUR CADDY
when bringil r t
RIP AND DRIP? down to the wasts room.

Take the pledge to be zero waste & learn more at:
sustain.ucla.edu/MylLastTrash




What do you know about the composting program in your own complex?

So when | moved in, | kept seeing that there was a compost program but i didn’t know what they meant... | saw
that there was compost bin [in the waste room]... no one ever gave me a little compost bin so | just stole one
from the trash room.

What do you think UCLA administration could better do to tackle waste diversion in residential complexes?

...it's good that we have people like you but it would be more helpful if there was more clarification and
instructions in the beginning of the year about these informations.

With regards to educational materials like this that's introduced in the beginning of the year, do you think
that if you were to just move in with education materials like this that it would be sufficient and helpful
enough? What else should we include for infrastructure and initial information?

Basic info like ‘what is compost’, ‘where do we bring our compost’, ‘where can | get compost bags'??? Info like
this and the educational material wasn't given in the beginning of the year so it’s a little confusing. And it seems
like it was forced on people... [like] returning compost caddies back to apartment rooms...



Methodology & Results

720 Hilgard

Proportions of Landfill Composition in February vs. May Waste Audits
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How much of landfill belonged there? How much of landfill could have been How much of landfill could have been
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824 Hilgard

Proportions of Landfill Composition in February vs. May Waste Audits
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Methodology & Results - 720 Hilgard

Proportions of Organic Waste Sent to Organic, Proportions of Organic Waste Sent to Organic,
Recyclables, or Landfill Bins (720 Hilgard, Feb) Recyclables, or Landfill Bins (720 Hilgard, May)
e Sent to e Sent to
Organics Organics
e Sent to e Sent to
Landfill Recyclables
o Sent to
Landfill




Methodology & Results - 824 Hilgard

Proportions of Organic Waste Sent to Organic, Proportions of Organic Waste Sent to Organic,
Recyclables, or Landfill Bins (824 Hilgard, Feb) Recyclables, or Landfill Bins (824 Hilgard, May)
e Sent to e Sent to
Organics Organics
e Sent to e Sent to
Recyclables Recyclables
e Sent to e Sent to
Landfill Landfill




e Categorized buildings into 2 types of waste infrastructures
e Took measurements of waste rooms to identify space for compost receptacles
e Evaluated undergraduate and graduate apartments to assess feasibility of program expansion




Future Action

1. Institutionalize educational materials at Hilgard

2. Lay groundwork for pilot program in
Undergraduate Apartments

3. Coordinate program upkeep with necessary
stakeholders
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Special Thanks To... © U C L A I O E S

Daisy Oliver & Addae Jahdai-Brown
SAR Grad Housing Team Stakeholders

Erin Fabris
UCLA Housing Sustainability Manager U C L A

Jesse Alberti i, T '
5(5‘23 Houes;nlg Maintenance Manager SUSta inabil Ity HOUSng
Action Research

Luis Muioz
UCLA Housing & Hospitality Services Supervisor

Jessica Aldridge UCLA Residential Life
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