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Background 

2016-17 SAR Team

● Secured materials for 
residential composting

● Laid foundation for our 
project through pilot 
program at Hilgard 
apartments



Objectives
RENEW Hilgard compost program

ANALYZE waste sorting behaviors

EDUCATE residents on how to properly sort waste

DIVERT landfill waste

RECOMMEND trajectory of compost expansion within UCLA housing



Methodology & Results - Surveys
   Hilgard Online Survey g    Survey at Weyburn Karaoke Social g



Methodology & Results - Signage



Methodology & Results - Educational Materials



Methodology & Results - Focus Group
What do you know about the composting program in your own complex?

So when I moved in, I kept seeing that there was a compost program but i didn’t know what they meant… I saw 
that there was compost bin [in the waste room]… no one ever gave me a little compost bin so I just stole one 
from the trash room.

What do you think UCLA administration could better do to tackle waste diversion in residential complexes?

...it’s good that we have people like you but it would be more helpful if there was more clarification and 
instructions in the beginning of the year about these informations.

With regards to educational materials like this that’s introduced in the beginning of the year, do you think 
that if you were to just move in with education materials like this that it would be sufficient and helpful 
enough? What else should we include for infrastructure and initial information?

Basic info like ‘what is compost’, ‘where do we bring our compost’, ‘where can I get compost bags’??? Info like 
this and the educational material wasn’t given in the beginning of the year so it’s a little confusing. And it seems 
like it was forced on people… [like] returning compost caddies back to apartment rooms… 



Methodology & Results - Waste Audits
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Methodology & Results - 720 Hilgard



Methodology & Results - 824 Hilgard



Methodology & Results - Apartment Assessment
● Categorized buildings into 2 types of waste infrastructures
● Took measurements of waste rooms to identify space for compost receptacles
● Evaluated undergraduate and graduate apartments to assess feasibility of program expansion



Future Action 

1. Institutionalize educational materials at Hilgard 

2. Lay groundwork for pilot program in 
Undergraduate Apartments 

3. Coordinate program upkeep with necessary 
stakeholders 

Compost
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