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EXEGUTIVE SUMMARY

“For native people, our land is a reflection of who we are. It's like looking into a mirror.
So how do you think | feel looking into LA? I don't feel very good.” - Tongva Tribe Member
(Other Researchers)

Smce its channels were lined with concrete in the 1930s, the Los Angeles River has remained
largely unchanged. Although the river passes through dozens of communities and has
hundreds of thousands of neighbors, many Angelenos will say their relationship to the River is
passing at best. This is something that Los Angeles (LA), County and City, is trying to change.

The 2007 Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan marked a dramatic shift in recognizing the
River as something beyond a key piece of flood control infrastructure. The Plan made provisions
for expanding green space, public access, and even returning portions of the riverbank to its
natural, non-concrete state. Former mayor Antonio Villaragosa pictured this revitalized River as
a continuous greenway, the City’s “emerald necklace.” Over the last ten years, the visions outlined
in the Plan have begun to take shape. A massive network of government agencies, non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), and private firms have taken an interest in the
transformation of the River, yet although several notable projects are underway, many
communities remain unaware that the Revitalization is even happening.

Over the course of the 2018-2019 academic year, our team has taken a closer look at this
phenomenon. We began with a comprehensive review of existing community survey efforts
around Revitalization projects that are either completed or under way. Surveys were analyzed
for subject matter and question type (i.e. multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank) to better understand
the information that is being collected and communicated between planning entities and
neighborhoods along the River. Based on our findings, we formulated our own survey that
focused on giving community members the opportunity to express their perspectives on the
River and Revitalization through their experiences.

The next phase of our project involved identifying a river-adjacent community with a
demonstrated disconnect between current Revitalization plans and community engagement.
South Gate was ultimately selected for its demographics and the presence of Revitalization
projects. We attended community events, interviewed residents, activists, and professionals
about their experiences with the River and their visions for its future. After conducting over 40
semi-structured interviews, we transcribed, coded, and analyzed the results to identify key
themes. These included: concerns about homelessness and unhoused populations residing on
the River; lack of awareness of the risk of flooding, and a general disconnection to the River and
Revitalization plans. These responses diverge from responses in previous survey efforts, which
has shown that residents are concerned about increasing access to the River and improving its



environmental and natural quality. This represents a major disconnect between what current
plans believed is the general public opinion to what community members actually feel,
specifically South Gate community members. As such, our recommendations and guidance for
future outreach included utilizing a broader range of methods, targeted outreach to marginalized
groups, and clearer goals for planned projects, as well as acknowledgment of their trade-offs.

The River sits in the heart of our City, and it must be treated as such. Revitalization planning
activities that foreground local perspectives have the greatest potential to be an asset to the
communities they are in, and therefore have the greatest potential to be an asset to Los Angeles.
As the Master Plan continues to unfold, we hope our research serves as a testament to the
importance of qualitative data collection in the planning processes, listening to the experiences
and aspirations of everyday people in our City and across the world.

—River’s 8

|<amry Kubose Nathan Lopez Scott Brown Advisor: Dr. Liz Koslov
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INTRODUCTION
L0S ANGELES RIVER HISTORY

Before 1542, the Los Angeles River Basin was home to the Tongva, Chumash, and Tataviam
tribes. The Tongva tribe has “been indigenous to the Los Angeles Basin for 7,000 years”
(Tribal History, n.d.). Likewise, the Tataviam occupied the San Fernando Valley as early as
450 C.E. (Historical Timeline, n.d.). The Chumash tribe moved with the seasonal variation
of the River flows and described the area as being bountiful and full of life. The River
experienced wet and dry seasons, drastically changing flow rates during each season.
After a wet season, the sediment deposits left by the River provided nutrients that suited
agriculture. In 1542, Spanish colonizers founded the Pueblo of Los Angeles and
capitalized on this, creating an agricultural industry in the River basin.

The underground and aboveground characteristics of the River created a shallow water
table and poor channel. When hit with a powerful storm, the small channels were
inundated with large quantities of water causing the meandering streams to become a
torrential river. In 1936, after multiple rounds of flooding caused millions of dollars in
damage, Los Angeles County and the United States Army Corps of Engineers concretized
the channel to set a permanent course for the River and to mitigate flood risks (Bigger,
1959). Today only 13 of the 51 miles retain the original soft-bottom river bed and only two
sections completely resemble the natural ecology.

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT OF REVITALIZATION

In 2007, the Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan was released by the City of Los
Angeles. It explored the idea of removing the concrete and restoring the River at some
locations, while creating an engaging community environment at others. Supported by
climate scientists, politicians, NGOs, and community members, the Plan claims that a
restored River would provide native habitat, water reclamation, and flood protection,
open space, recreation, and housing for adjacent communities. We define ‘Revitalization’
as any anthropogenic (human-made) changes to the River and surrounding areas. We
use the word ‘restoration’ for our interviews, as this word is more common in colloquial
language.

This Revitalization plan was just one of many planning efforts to create a connected
greenway of parks and recreational areas along the River. It featured many types of
projects aiming to, for instance, extend open space, improve water quality, enhance river
Identity, and incorporate public art. Other projects and plans also emerged: the Los
Angeles River Greenway, the City of Los Angeles’ Revitalization Master Plan, the County
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River Master Plan, Glendale Narrows Riverwalk, and the Lower Los Angeles River
Revitalization Plan. Public outreach in the form of public meetings, surveys, and
educational campaigns accompanied many of these plans. While these efforts are
commendable, they may be inadequate, excluding certain topics and communities.

When imagining the River's future, it is important to consider at once its ecological
history, existing habitats, and adjacent community concerns. Our research provides
insight into a subset of LA residents’ experiences of, and priorities for, the Los Angeles
River Revitalization.

STRUCTURE OF PRACTICUM

As a part of the Environmental Science curriculum at UCLA's Institute of Environment &
Sustainability (I0ES), all graduating seniors must conduct a yearlong research project,
known as the Senior Practicum. The program pairs teams of students with a faculty
member or I0ES affiliate. These teams then select a project to pursue. Each year a variety
of clients present potential projects pertaining to environmental systems and
sustainability problems. This year included governmental agencies, NGOs, businesses,
and prominent institutions such as the Natural Resources Defense Council, Los Angeles
(LA) Fire Department, LA Waterkeeper, Bludso's Bar & Que, the Environmental Protection
Agency, and the Waitt Foundation.

Our cohort, also known as “River’'s 8, consisted of seven team members: Andrew Nguyen,
Camila Tipan, Corey Ly, James Javelosa, Kamryn Kubose, Nathan Lopez, and Scott Brown.
Partnering with our I0ES faculty advisor Dr. Liz Koslov and our client Melissa Von
Mayrhauser of LA Waterkeeper, our research team focused on assessing community
perceptions of impacts caused by continuing and future development of the LA River.
Particularly, we explored the gaps between the current planning process, holistic river
management, and community engagement.

Fall Quarter (September 2018 to December 2018) consisted of conducting background
research and pertinent literature reviews regarding river revitalizations in general (See
Appendix D for literature reviews). Some topics explored included River history and
jurisdiction, urban renewal and gentrification, current plans for the river, and past case
studies.

During Winter Quarter (January 2019 to March 2019) our team focused on developing a
research plan (See Methodology & Results) and conducting preliminary research. This
included attending meetings hosted by the LA County River Master Plan team (the
organization conducting community engagement on behalf of LA County for the River
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Master Plan update), site selection for our own survey, and initial data collection.
Additionally, our project proposal was peer-reviewed by respected social researchers
Sayd Randle, an environmental anthropologist and current postdoctoral fellow at USC
studying water systems and waterscapes in Los Angeles, and Jon Christensen, a professor
at UCLA, journalist-in-residence at IoES, and founder of the Laboratory for Environmental
Narrative Strategies.

Spring Quarter (April-June 2019) consisted of data collection and analysis and
preparation of our deliverables, which included a website and final report with data from
Interviews, maps, key findings, and overall discussion. On June 8th, we attended the I0ES
Environmental Science Practicum Presentations to share our findings with our peers.
Lastly, on June 11th, we presented our in depth findings and to LA Waterkeeper at their
headquarters in Santa Monica, CA.

PRACTICUM OBJECTIVES

This Practicum is unique in that our client, LA Waterkeeper, gave us a great deal of
autonomy over the direction of our research, while suggesting some important topics to
explore, such as existing community relationships to the River and perceptions of climate
change and flood risk. Because of this, our team was able to dive deep into the LA River
In all of its complexities and decide for ourselves how to structure our research.

Informed by current scientific literature, our team realized that Revitalization efforts can
have potentially large impacts on the environment and public health of nearby
communities. We were specifically interested in negative consequences of River
Revitalization, such as “green gentrification” and displacement, and how the dominant
data collection methods deployed by official planning entities may be inadequate to
capture the full range of community concerns—as well as more positive visions and
potential alternatives. Our advisor Dr. Liz Koslov, whose background is in social research
and ethnographic methods, provided direction to our team and ultimately refined our
practical goals for the project to include:

1. Obtain qualitatively rich types of data about perceptions of LA River Revitalization
efforts that were previously unable to be obtained through conventional survey
methods.



2. Present our findings to LA Waterkeeper and other stakeholders in an attempt to
influence ongoing community engagement and decision-making by River
planning officials.

3. Share with community members our research findings, facts about climate change
and flood risk, and ways they can get more involved in the planning process.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Our research aimed to answer two main questions:

1. What gaps in geography and subject matter exist in LA River community survey
efforts?

2. What can alternative approaches to community surveying reveal about
community members’ relationship to the River and current planning efforts?

The first question sought to determine which communities and subject matter have been
excluded from previous Revitalization surveying efforts. Those whose voices, for
whatever reason, were not represented in existing surveys could, we believe, provide
valuable and necessary insight based on their experiences and connections to the River.
The second question worked to fill these gaps and to highlight both the findings and
broader implications of doing so.

There are many stakeholders involved with Revitalization efforts. Numerous
organizations have their own visions for the River, with some of these visions in direct
conflict. Furthermore, some visions do not take into consideration the wants and needs
of the people who live near the River already and would be the most impacted by the
Revitalization. By exploring both how outreach has been conducted and new methods of
data collection, we provide a framework that foregrounds the thoughts and concerns of
the communities surrounding the River—regardless of their level of formal involvement
in Revitalization planning. This approach allowed us to develop ideas for how to improve
future community engagement so that it is more inclusive, able to better encompass and
represent the visions of all the communities surrounding the River. In the end, we plan
to publish our results online and provide input to the future LA County Master Plan.

Our full research proposal may be found in the Appendix E. The proposal split our
research into four phases. The first focused on locating and identifying the existing
community survey data collected as part of River Revitalization planning. Upon
completion, phase two included selecting sites along the River that needed further



research. These were identified by locating communities that had few completed
projects, surveys, or community engagement events regarding Revitalization efforts.
Phase three included creating our own interview questions and having our research
proposal peer reviewed. In addition to our client, Jon Christensen and Sayd Randle
Identified areas that needed more clarification within our proposal. Lastly, phase four
consisted of selecting our target site, South Gate, and conducting data collection and
analysis.

EXISTING SURVEY ANALYSIS

Figure 1: Locations of Existing Surveys
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As previously mentioned, our team aimed to understand what community surveys were
already conducted and what they found . Our methods included researching project
plans, studies, and papers published online that included some component of



community outreach. Some surveys were found via recommendation from our client and
other academics. This included those by a variety of government agencies, universities,
non-profits, and consulting firms. From there we refined our findings to include only
surveys that were conducted for the sole purpose of gaining public input. Some were
excluded on the basis that they were out of the scope of our project (e.g, ecological
surveys), had no published results, or were still being conducted.

Figure 1 depicts the approximate locations that were the focus of Revitalization surveys.
The points were made using Google Maps, exported as KML data, and edited in ArcMap.
Some of the surveys have exact locations, but many listed entire cities as their study site.
It is Important to note that this map does not represent every survey since some did not
list locations or were conducted online without a geographic focus.

METHODOLOGY & RESULTS

The most common types of questions that appeared in existing social surveys on the
River were as follows: rate, multiple choice, and check-all-that-apply. These surveys were
distributed via posters, tabling, online websites, and affiliate organizations. The majority
of these methods allow respondents to select from a few predefined options, but do not
have much room to include personal experience or divergent viewpoints. As a result,
surveyed participants are typically unable to expand on why they made their selections.

The surveys we analyzed were conducted by a broad range of government agencies,
NGOs, universities, and from 2002 to 2018. Most surveys were conducted online; some
were distributed in public spaces or at public events.

Figure 2: Methodology of Existing Surveys
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THEMES & RESULTS

Surveys that were completed but not publicly available were not part of our analysis. As
such this may skew our results. However, from the surveys we were able to find and
analyze, a majority focused primarily on access and uses of the LA River. Six of the nine
surveys analyzed contained questions that focused on gauging how respondents
interacted with and used the river. Some example questions include:

What keeps you and members of your household from visiting the LA River? (Place
dot)

() Concerns of safety

(J)Lack of restrooms

(ONot well lit

How do you use existing LA River Path? (check all that apply)
() Recreation
() Commuting
() Exercise

Does anything discourage you from using the Los Angeles River Bicycle Path /
the river? (check all that apply)
() It is hard for me to get to the path / river (either by walking, biking,
taking transit, or driving)
() People on wheels go too fast
() | feel unsafe along the path / river Trail /
() river is poorly maintained

() Other:

Six surveys focused on access to the river. This included questions such as: How long do
you travel to visit the river? What keeps you from visiting the river? Some questions
within a survey did not ask explicitly about access, but responses show that access is a
motivating factor for many respondents. For example, in the G2 Taylor Yard River Park
Project Survey, “Access to Nature' was the highest requested park feature (other options
include walking/hiking trails, scenic views, habitat areas, playgrounds, event
space). Four surveys, all conducted by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (Metro), centered on completing the LA River bike path.
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Surveys included input on possible designs, locations, and entry points. We classified
these as transportation-related surveys. Other themes that were found, but not in large
proportion, included safety, homelessness, recreation, education/programming,
gentrification, and public health (see Appendix A for existing surveys). Notably absent
from existing surveys were questions dealing with climate change or concerns about
flooding.

The results of existing surveys expressed that most respondents use the River to walk,
bike, and horseback ride. Most respondents (91% in Compton Creek Trails Community
Assessment, 19% in LA River Master Plan) also expressed that if the river was safer,
cleaner, and well-maintained they are more inclined to use it more. Only one survey
specifically mentioned safety from gang activity. The Taylor Yard survey was the only
survey that included responses from residents that wanted more native planting and
biofiltration elements. It was also the only survey where education on the River's history
was an important feature. An interesting survey to note is the LA River Ranger Plan. The
survey consisted of both an online survey and in-person poster activity. Concerning the
role of a river ranger, it is interesting to note that online survey results showed that the
rangers’ highest priority should be care for natural resources. In-person poster results
showed that safety and maintenance should be prioritized. This further underscored the
Importance of our research as public opinions can vary based on engagement
methodology.

Figure 3: How Surveys were Distributed
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Figure 4: Who Conducted The Survey
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OUR INTERVIEWS

After looking at existing surveys, we decided to take a qualitative and more ethnographic
approach that focused on gaining the unfiltered perspectives of community members,
iIncluding those heretofore uninvolved in the Revitalization or unaware of its existence.
This meant structuring our form of data collection as in-person interviews and in-situ
observation rather than surveys, to allow a broad range of respondents to answer
questions in an open-ended manner.

Martinez, Verplanke, and Miscione (2016) adapt the emic/etic dichotomy to planning
activities in a way that is helpful in understanding our motivation for collecting open-
ended responses. Etic refers to the view of the expert in planning matters. It is informed
by research and can be reached by any combination of qualitative and quantitative
methods. Conversely, emic denotes the perspective of the community subject to study,
which is informed by everyday experience. In the context of urban planning and
community engagement, “social” research means any research that focuses on data that
Is emic—that is, sourced from and representative of the community. Analysis of dialogue
and behavior in a community (emic) is a useful cross-reference to data collected using
expert-driven methods (etic). Mixing methods in research provides at least three
advantages: it broadens the range of questions that can be answered, It increases the
potential that data will represent a greater diversity of divergent views, and it
strengthens inferences (Tashakkori & Teddlie, 2010).

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

As we progressed with data collection, we refined our interviews to center on three main
questions. These helped guide the conversation and allowed us to engage people who
did not have much time to talk. We also found people were more willing to answer
questions If they knew exactly what they were getting themselves into. These three
questions were designed to be open ended and allow for nuance among responses.
More specifically, our questions asked:

1. Describe your relationship with the LA River, or any memorable experiences
you've had with the river.

2. Have you heard of the current restoration efforts, and what type of efforts would
you implement?

3. What are your thoughts on climate change and flood control in regards to the River?
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OUR SELECTED CITY: SOUTH GATE

Due to the River crossing through various jurisdictions, plans for its restoration varied
greatly and sites along the River show these differing priorities. Informed by our existing
surveys analysis, we identified five locations along the River that were potential
candidates for further research.

These five sites include the neighborhoods of Reseda, Boyle Heights, South Gate,
Maywood, and North Long Beach. After further researching these communities, our team
narrowed down our research to the South Gate community. Sites located in the northern
sections of the River featured more completed projects, while sections in the south are
still currently in the planning phases. This presented an opportunity to focus our
research on areas where changes to project plans can still be made. South Gate was
selected due to Its demographics, previous engagement attempts, and future plans.
South Gate is home to 90,000 residents with more than 90% being Hispanic. In addition
to this, the average and median household income is lower than that of LA County (South
Gate: $48,312, LA County: $60,197) (Los Angeles County, 2018).

While not officially confirmed, future plans for South Gate include: capping the river,
placing a park above the river, creating an urban orchard, or creating a cultural center
(Critic, n.d.). Qur team is concerned that the general public may be unaware of these
plans or other future plans to drastically alter the River. Since South Gate has had few
surveys and only a few projects completed (See Figure 1) we chose this location to collect
data. Additionally, our client and one team member had numerous community contacts
that aided our efforts. Specifically, Camila Tipan grew up in the neighboring city of
Downey. Her local knowledge allowed us to not only communicate better with residents
but also contextualize the data we collected.

RESULTS
INTERVIEW METHODS AND SAMPLE SIZE DISCUSSION

Before we get into the results, it's important to address the issue of sample size. While
our research mainly focused on South Gate, we did not intend to capture a
representative sample of South Gate residents. Rather, our goal was to collect qualitative
data in an ethnographic manner that lends itself to generating insights and hypotheses
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for further study. We are not making generalizable claims about people's perceptions of
LA River Revitalization efforts but striving to understand a diversity of more nuanced
views not yet captured by existing surveys.

We began interviews in April (04/12/2019) and concluded in May (05/23/2019). A total
of 41 people were interviewed, primarily in South Gate Park, Hollydale Regional Park,
and Tweedy Mile. Some interviewees were referred to us by our advisor and client. One
of the interviewees requested that their information was excluded for confidentiality
purposes and we were forced to turn down many others due to language barriers.

Figure 6. Interview Locations
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The people we interviewed fell into four categories: “Voices of Influence,” “River
Frequenters,” “Other Researchers,” and “River Adjacent Residents.” Voices of Influence
included South Gate business managers, workers, government officials, and NGO
members. River Frequenters included residents of South Gate, visitors to Hollydale Park,
and attendees at the South Gate Earth Day event on April 13th. Other Researchers
included faculty and graduate students working on a topic related to LA River
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Revitalization efforts. River Adjacent Residents included those who live directly alongside
the River, specifically near Hollydale Park.

KEY FINDINGS

THEME 1: SAFETY

Twenty-six of the total forty-one we interviewed brought up the safety (lighting, flooding,
homelessness, crime) of the River as a concern. Safety took on different meanings from
person to person. Interviewees wanted Revitalization efforts to include different plans
in order to address safety concerns. For example, when asked about personal
relationships and encounters with the River, one of our interviewees said:

“So the most [experience I've had is] I've biked it once but | thought it was scary because
it's very dark and there's not a lot of access points so you'll go in, in certain ways,
but then you have to go really far to be able to go back out. So | kind of didn’t do
that after that [experience]”

When asked about the River restoration she suggested: “Make it, like put lights so it's not
so scary.”

Of those that brought up safety as a concern, twelve specifically have the impression of
the River as a dark and frightening place, a place where they question their safety. The
addition of lights would be beneficial in order to increase safety.

Other people were concerned about the dangers the River poses due to its structure:

“Pues, siempre se preocupa uno porque veces hay ninos se pueden resbalar como esta
asi la cuneta se pueden resbalar y se puede ahogar o se puede perdery a no van
a ver. (Well one is always worried a bit because sometimes there are kids that
can slip because of the ditch, they can slip and drown or get lost)” (River
Frequenter)

This is particularly dangerous during flash floods where the River grows in height and
the water is rushing past at high speeds. This is a valid concern as in 2016 two teenage
boys drowned in the River by Highland Park. “Police said the pair may have ended up in
the Los Angeles River after one fell in and his friend tried to save him” (Mather, n.d.).
There was another instance in 2006 where a 14 year-old boy drowned by Glassell Park

13



(“Families of two teenage best friends who drowned in LA, River share stories and tears
- Los Angeles Times,” n.d.).

Other interviewees framed their concerns about safety in relation to crime or
homelessness. When asking a park-goer if he had heard about Revitalization efforts he
talked about a couple “run-ins” he experienced with gangs as well as with homeless
people, linking these to his concerns about Revitalization efforts:

“lit would be like I just said], people that live under the bridges and just tend to you
know be around there when they're not supposed to and just claim as their own
little spot in their territory and they tend to get pretty aggressive, so | can only
imagine what's it gonna be like when they actually have little recreational centers
that they can actually take over and you know have their own little renowned spot
you know so it's like who's it really gonna be for? There has to be eyes there, there
has to be constant surveillance definitely because it's just it's just currently like |
don't see it as a safe place. | wouldn't let my kids or younger relatives go out there
and you know trust them to be out there safe when I've been there myself and
know what it's like you know?” (Voice of Influence)

This person feels threatened by those living in the River and sees them as invaders or
even colonizers. He even feels the need to protect others from the River's environment.
His suggestion to make the River a safer place was installing emergency blue-light
phones, like those on college campuses. Another interviewee similarly saw the homeless
population as a threat to his safety:

“También me doy cuenta que hay mucho malandrin. Entonces, no se si lo que quiera
hacer la ciudad o el gobierno [es] hacerlo como parque, no se, para que [os
malandrines no vayan para alla. Por eso no voy yo, porque sé que me puede pasar
algo.” (I've also noticed that there are a lot of scoundrels [referring to the
homeless population]. So | don’t know if what the city or the government wants
to do are parks so that scoundrels don't go there. That's why | don't go, because |
know they can harm me.) (River Frequenter)

This man’s main concern was what would happen to him at the River. When asked what
South Gate could do to solve this problem, he thought that the issue of homelessness
was not one that South Gate, through Revitalization efforts or otherwise, could solve or
Improve:
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“La realidad, no puedes porque yo pienso que eso ya viene de familia. De los padres o
algo. Si les dan buena educacion no se tienen a... osea como ustedes. Vas a UCLA,
tienes tu mente fijada en un punto. Tu, si vives aqui, talves ya no vives aqui porque
vas a economicamente estar mas bien. Si yo vivo aqui es porque aqui puedo pagar
mi casa pero a mi me gustaria vivir en otro lado.” (To be honest, | don't think so
because | think that's something you learn with your family, with your parents or
something. If you have a good education you don't have these problems. Like you
guys you go to UCLA, you have your mind fixed on a goal. If you live here, maybe
you won't live here because economically you'll be better off. | live here because
I can pay my house here but | would like to live somewhere else )(River
Frequenter)

He believes that homelessness is a cultural or social problem, and thus disconnected
from Revitalization planning efforts. By contrast, other respondents framed
homelessness as a potential result of River Revitalization, expressing concerns not about
homeless populations possibly harming other river-goers but about the adverse effects
that Revitalization could have on the houseless populations that currently call the River
and nearby areas home:

[When asked about building new parks or amenities | “But then you're taking them out
of there, and of course they are gonna make [the new park] their new home
because they were not guided to where they can get help. We are taking them out
of where they call home and you're gonna place a park for instance, of course
they are gonna make it their home. Now if we direct them somewhere, where they
can get help, housing, or whatever... then they won't be there in the park.” (River
Frequenter)

This person sees that Revitalization would displace people who are homeless and would
rather see them be helped than simply removed. Not everyone views unhoused people
as a nuisance or threat, but rather as subject to broader social problems that require
public aid, and take steps to ameliorate the problem.

The three primary safety concerns we identified stemmed from design features (lack of
lighting and access points, the concrete channel and associated dangers of falling or
drowning in the River, and crime or fear of crime as linked to homelessness and desire
for more surveillance). These three issues recurred when those we interviewed explained
why they hesitated to view the River as a resource or see the inherent benefit of
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Revitalization projects that expanded public space without associated attention to public
problems that might continue to dissuade use.

THEME 2: DON'T KNOW, DON'T CARE

“I don't know if everyone in the South Gate community is aware that the
restoration is even happening. So, | think that was one thing that | would want
people to do. Maybe more outreach. | feel like maybe when you're asking people,
they're not even aware of the fact that it's being restored.” (Voices of Influence)

A significant amount of interviewees we encountered while out in the community or at
local events had a dismissive or ambivalent attitude towards the River. A recurring
pattern in conducting our interviews Is that people would decline because they felt they
weren't informed enough or weren't interested. For every person we interviewed that
provided some insight or meaningful discussion on their experiences with the river, there
would be at least one person who declined or only provided limited information based
on limited experience. Some of the local business owners were not even aware there
was a river at all. This is notable because people who are not aware of restoration efforts
or changes to the River will be unlikely to attend community meetings or fill out a survey
regarding Revitalization plans—even if those plans are set to affect them in critical ways.
The lack of information about River issues we found among South Gate residents points
towards partial or inadequate community engagement efforts on behalf of planning
entities. Many interviewees felt they did not have a motivation to visit the river, or actively
avoided it for other reasons. South Gate locals like these who are not aware of the River
are not inclined to stay informed about Revitalization issues, and thus have been left
out of both current and future visions for River use. Those who reported visiting the
River mainly did so for recreational purposes or were just passing through on their way
to other places:

“‘We know the LA River is there but it's kind of like part of our daily transit rather
than our daily lifestyle.” - (Voices of Influence)

To many South Gate residents we interviewed, the River played a passive rather than
active role in their lives and daily experience. Most interviewees were unaware of
development plans for the River. Almost none were able to name a Revitalization project;
those who discussed Revitalization by name often belonged to organizations that worked
on the River. The River's presence in South Gate was characterized by one interviewee
officially engaged in River planning as “divisive,” yet respondents often did not feel that
the River or the Revitalization played a role in their daily lives. When asked about the
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potential benefits of a revitalized River in his community, a local business owner felt it
wouldn't make a difference to him:

“There's nothing to use in the River..I'm not going to see any benefit out of it.
Where we are here, this is just my office. This is my work. I'm not going to see any
benefit of it.” (Voice of Influence - Local Business Owner)

The perception of Revitalization as something that has no personal benefits is another
major roadblock in community engagement. If community members don't feel like this
Issue Is important to them or will have an effect on them, they are unlikely to participate
In the planning process. Without an incentive, the immediate threat of things getting
worse for them, or a connection to the issues and concerns they face in daily life,
community members will not feel compelled to voice their opinions, much less to form
them.

THEME 4: WHO IS THE RIVER FOR?

“‘Well, | mean, | understand what the city and the county and the state are trying
to do. I understand that. And | think that in some cases it is a good idea. It's poor
execution. Their thought process is good to help these struggling cities and to do
these things. But what they're doing is not necessarily going to help... | can almost
guarantee that no one in their right mind would want to step foot in the LA. River”
(Voice of Influence - Local Business Owner)

Conversations around the agents of Revitalization often came up in our interviews.
Residents and local business owners expressed their sense that Revitalization plans
would not directly benefit them or their communities. Concerns like these raise the
question of who Is benefitting from Revitalization, if not the neighborhoods adjacent to
the River. Respondents who suggested that the plans were not “for” them may not be
aware of community outreach efforts to include their opinion, or may not feel that their
opinion has weight in the planning process. Responses like these all point towards a
lack of community engagement, let alone a community-driven vision for the River's
future. The local business owner whose quote is displayed above felt that expanding
green space along the River will only attract more people who are homeless. Describing
the Revitalization process as “good idea/poor execution” portrays planning entities as
unable to engage with the realities of local communities. This connects to a prevalent
belief that top-down development does not have the best interests of the community in
mind, and can be inappropriate to local context.
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“I mean we have enough parks. We don't need a park. | feel they make too many
little parks. People don't really go to them, they just vandalize them.” (River
Adjacent Resident)

This resident also questioned the logic of expanding green space along the River. She
felt that the City of South Gate (here referred to as “they") is quick to create small,
fragmented parks in the community that only attract crime and vandalism. Planning
entities do not understand this, and may only believe that additional green space can
be a good thing for the communities.

“That's a big thing that Mayor Garcetti is like all about, like these green jobs. But
yeah, not too excited about his sustainability plan. Not unless you have a bunch
of native advisors that I'd feel like then we're going to do justice to this word
sustainability and this concept of, you know, regeneration. Restoration.
Revitalization. Yeah. We need more native people at the table, as many as
possible.” (Voice of Influence)

The exclusion of native voices is one example of the way planning entities may fail to
engage with marginalized communities in the planning process. A researcher we
interviewed expressed concerns that although the River runs through the homeland of
her people (the Tongva Gabrielino Tribe), her inputs in the planning process are
tokenized at best. The source of “expert” knowledge, in her opinion, should not come
from government planners, but from those who are sensitive to local context, and
especially those who have inhabited the River and its banks for a far more significant
amount of time than the City of Los Angeles. Again, she expresses the idea that planning
entities assume that they have or can collect knowledge that will provide them with the
ideal plan for the River, one that will benefit all parties equally, whereas this is not
occurring in practice.

METHODOLOGICAL REFLECTIONS AND OVERALL CONGLUSIONS

To reiterate the purpose of our project, our team sought to explore the difference in
opinions and concerns about the LA River that emerged through the use of different
methods. Specifically we sought to understand how survey methods and interview
methods shape the kind of responses received from residents and others with a stake
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In the River's future. The disjuncture between the two is apparent when it comes to what
people considered important for Revitalization. According to our analysis of prior
surveys, the two most common concerns related to access and the environment from
ranked choice format questions. That is respondents cared most about opening access
and increasing signage to the River. Additionally, strategies to create habitat and
vegetated areas, trails, and clean areas was a common request.

Given this information from previous community surveys, it would be expected that
residents of South Gate would share these concerns to a certain degree. But our findings
diverge greatly from those who have previously been surveyed. The foremost concern
that residents expressed related to the broader problem of homelessness, and what
effect Revitalization would have in increasing or displacing the present homeless
population on the River. This issue may be only experienced by residents of South Gate,
but given that Revitalization plans are expansive, it Is important they make room for
local issues to be addressed (though homelessness is a region-wide and growing issue)
(Stiles & Ruben, 2019). As such, South Gate provides a key case study as to how survey
methods can overlook—intentionally or not—certain barriers to future development that
may be given a voice in other fora. It may also very well be that homelessness is such a
prevalent issue city and county-wide that Revitalization planners have explicitly
discounted the issue, leaving it up to other agencies of government to solve. This
compartmentalization, while efficient, may not be feasible in regards to the River. As
many residents have expressed, if Revitalization plans are completed without regard for
homeless residents, these residents may end up displaced and further victimized or,
according to the fears of some, may end up vandalizing or dissuading broad use of newly
built amenities. Given that removing homeless encampments and seizing property are
not viable strategies to tackle homelessness (Chiland, 2019) the success of Revitalization
plans may rely on housing people beforehand or in tandem. It was one limitation of our
study that we did not interview unhoused residents themselves, to understand their
knowledge of the River and views of the Revitalization process.

An issue that seemed of very little concern amongst our respondents and the existing
surveys we analyzed was that of climate change and flooding. No interviewee brought
up the issue on their own. Only when prompted did they talk about it. Even of the four
residents we spoke to who have seen the River flood, all believe that the government
has the issue under control or that the region typically does not receive enough rain to
warrant flooding. Only when followed up with the fact that the historical floodplain has
been transformed through many infrastructural interventions, do interviewees
reconsider this assumption. Such flood amnesia —and now climate silence - is left
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unchallenged and even at times reinforced by current planning efforts (de Vries, 2011).
Many plans explicitly state that all flood control capacities of the River would be
maintained If Revitalization plans continued, but make no attempt to utilize or highlight
any strategies ensure this in light of climate change’s increasing risks. This may be
Intentional so as to not fill plans with technical details. But much like residents, flood
control seems to be taken for granted in that the Army Corp of Engineers, Public Works,
and/or a future government agency would still maintain the flood control aspects of the
River. This represents another both political and temporal compartmentalization that
may prove costly in the future.

Given the disconnect between current plans, associated surveys, and residents’ concerns
as we encountered them during our semi-structured interviewing and in-situ
observation, our team has developed three main strategies for future engagement
efforts to consider:

Utilizing Interview Methods - As the data have shown, open-ended interviews
provide the opportunity to express very localized issues as well as greater nuance
around topics of widely shared concern. As plans may be trans-city it is important to
address how regional concerns such as homelessness impact particular sites.
Additionally, ethnographic interview methods Is a useful tool to reach people who are
otherwise unaware. Many interviewees had very little to no knowledge of Revitalization
plans. This potentially serves as another tool to have unengaged persons to have an
avenue of input. But as we have experienced, it is important to conduct interviews in
both Spanish and English as people refused to be interviewed due to the language
barrier.

Actively Engage and Prioritize Marginalized Groups - Flooding and climate
change seem to be issues that many residents do not see as connected. Further
educational outreach on this matter would help Revitalization efforts align more closely
with what communities want, once they are informed.

Clarify Revitalization Goals - Finally we believe that future plans should engage
conflicts about who and what the River and associated development is and should be
for. Much speculation about why the government is revitalizing the River at all speaks an
ongoing lack of transparency despite existing outreach efforts (Critic. n.d.). Opinions
range from viewing the Revitalization as a real estate scheme to a political tool for re-
election. Given the longevity of the project, and at times lack of progress, it is vital for
planners to reiterate—and be open to transforming—project goals and targets. Having
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more specific, realistic, and locally oriented goals can provide the necessary support for
project sustainability and viability.

In conclusion, Revitalization efforts have the potential to provide residents with
amenities such as recreation and green space. But there is a missed opportunity to
address local concerns that are not within the current scope of many projects.
Addressing these can not only help solve them, but provide public support for
Revitalization planning more broadly. There is a tremendous amount of investment in
the idea of restoring the River. But projects may do little to result in meaningful impacts
If aspects of community engagement are ignored. As such we hope our research will add
to the body of knowledge that would not only help these projects succeed but also
connect residents to them in ways that see the LA River become, once again, the heart

of a thriving set of human and ecological communities. —
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APPENDIGES

APPENDIX A: EXISTING SURVEYS

+HUH ZH ZLOO SURYLGH WKH VXUYH\V WKDW ZH IRXQNG WRIQKD HQHG ZL
RI WKLV DSSHQGL[ ZH SURYLGHG WDEOHV WR VKRE@XDWIQRDEMV LV
WKHPHYVY DQG RU WRSLFV DQG PHWKRGRORJ\ W\SHV RI TXHVWLRQ

JRV $QJHOHV 5LYHU ODVWHU 30DQ &RPPXQLW\ OHHWLQJ &XGDK\
x *RYHUQPHQW (QWLW\
x IRFDWERGDK\ %HOO *DUGHQV 6BRXWK *DWH VPDO
RWKHUV
x 7TKHPHMYLURQPHQW SURWHFW SODQW DQLPDO VSHFLHV VI
DFFHVV SRLQWV ZPRAHW VXSBOWDQW LVVXHV Rl DWWHQGHHYV
x OHWKRGROQRHUVRQ HQJDJHPHQW 5DWH PRVW LPSHRQUGH®RW F(
x 'DWKXIXVW ORVWO\ IRFXVLQJ RQ SUHVHQW DQG IXWXUH 2
DWWHQGHHV DERXW SDVW IORRGLQJ
x 6LJQLILFDQW 5HVXOWV
o :KDW NHHSV \RX DQG PHPEHUV RI \RXU KRXVHKROG IURP Y
f 6DIHW\ FRQFHUQV
o :KDW LV WKH KLJKHVW \RX KDYH VHHQ WKH ZDWHU OHYHO
f 8S WR WKH WRSV RI EDQNV OHYHHYV
o :KDW ZRXOG \RX GR ZLWK WKH ORZ IORZ ZDWHU LQ WKH U
f SHGXFH WKH IORZ Rl ZDWHU GRZQ WKH FKDQQHO DQ
JURXQGFRYHU WR LQFUHDVH ZDWHU VXSSO\
o :KHUH KDYH \RX REVHUYHG DQLPDOV DORQJ WKH /$ 5LYHU
f /IRZHU SDUW RI 5LYHU

7D\ORU <DUG 5LYHU 3DUN 3URMHFW &RPPXQLW\ 6XUYH\
x *RYHUQPHQW (QWLW\ &LW\ RI /$
x /IREDWAGIVVHOO 3DUN &\SUHVV 3DUN 1RUWKHDVW /RV $
RI WRWDO UHVSRQVHVY UHFHLYHG ZHUH UHSR U ®HREMIWRP ZLWK
7KHPHAWDUN GHVLJQ LQSXW ,QWHUDFWLRQ UHODWLRQVKLS ZLV
OHWKRGR@®ILQH VXUYH\ 5DWH FORVHG HQGHG
'DWHXJIXVW
6LIJQLILFDQW UHVXOWV
o 37KH FRPPXQLW\ FOHDUO\ XQGHUVWRRG W KBIQKL WHKRIULFD C
ORFDWLRQ RQ WKH /RV $QJHOHV 5LYHU 6SHFLILFDOO\ IR
(OHPHQWV 5LYHU +LVWRU\ ZDV RYHUZKHOPLQJO\ WKH PR
RI UHVSRQGHQWY UHTXHVWLQJ WKLV W\SH RI IHDWXUH
o 5LYHU DFFHVV DQG WUDLOV ZHUH WKH PRVW UHTXHVWHG
o 6XVWDLQDELOLW\ HOHPHQWYV TXHVWLRQV QDWLYH SODQV
UHTXHVWHG RI WKH UHVSRQGHQWYV HDFK

X X X X

OHWUR /$ 5LYHU 3DWK 3URMHFW )HDVLELOLW\ 6WXG\
x *RYHUQPHQW (QWLW\ OHWUR /$
x IRFDWLREXVHV RQ IHDVLELOLW\ SRWHQWLDO XVDJH RI PLOH
(O\WLDQ 9DOOH\ 9HUQRQ 'RZQWRZQ OD\ZRRG
x 7TKHPHMWHUVRQDO XVDJH DFFHVVLELOLW\ WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ
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x OHWKRGRORIMNQH VXUYH\ UDWH QXPEHU VFDOH W\SH TXHVWLR
x 'DWRFWREHU IRFXVHV RQ SUHVHQW IXWXUH DVSHFWYV RI U
x 6LIJQLILFDQWRW\SXEWVYVKHG DYDLODEOH

OHWUR /$ 5LYHU 3DWK 3URMHFW 6XUYH\

x *RYHUQPHQW (QWLW\ OHWUR /$

x IRPWLRFXVHV RQ WKH GHVLJQ RI PLOH JDS LQ ELNH SDWKV
'RZQWRZQ OD\ZRRG

x 7TKHPHMWHUVRQDO XVDJH WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ DFFHVVLELOLW\

x OHWKRGRO@®LQH VXUYH\ 5DWH QXPEHU W\SH PXOWLSOH FKRL
WKH DELOLW\ WR YLHZ GLIIHUHQW GHVLJQ FKRLFHV IRU WKH L

x 'DWHQJRLQJ

x 6LJQLILFDQWLBMNS®OBMOLVKHG DYDLODEOH

/IRV $QJHOHV 5LYHU 5DQJHU 30DQ 6XUYH\

x *RYHUQPHQW (QWLW\ /$ 5LYHU 5DQJHU 3LORW 3URMHFW
x /IRFDW&RPPXQLWLHY DGMDFHQW WR PLGGOH DQG XSSHU ULYH!L
6DQ )HUQDQGR &RPSWRQ +RXJKWRQ 3DUN %L[E\RXQWROOV *OI
*DWH 3DUDPRXQW (O\WLDQ 9DOOH\ 6DQWD ORQLFD
x 7KHPHRAROHV RI D 35LYHU 5DQJHU" XVDJH VDIHW\ FRQFHUQV |
x OHWKRGRORILQH VXE8MHRQY HQIDJHPHQW DW FRPPXQLW\ PHHWL
SRVWHUV 5DWH QXPEHU VFDOH W\SH TXHVWLRQV
x 'DWHD\
x 6LJQLILFDQW 5HVXOWYV
o RI UHVSRQGHQWYV YLVLW WKH ULYHU WR Z®WONHZ WR E
o 5HVSRQGHQW SULRULWLHV GLIIHUHG IURP SRVWHU WR SD
f 6XUYH\ UHVSRQVHV
x 5ROH RI UDQJHU &DUH IRU QDWXUDO UHVRXUFH
HGXFDWLRQDO SURJUDPV DFFHVV VLJQDJH UH
RIILFHU
x 6DIHW\ FRQFHUQV WUDVK PDLQWHQDQFH SROC
RWKHU
f 3RVWHU UHVSRQVHV
x 5ROH RI UDQJHU VDIHW\ PDLQWHQDQFH DFFHV
UHFUHDWLRQ HGXFDWLRQ SURJUDPV SHDFH RII
x 6DIHW\ FRQFHUQV WUDVK SROOXWLRQ PDLQW!
RWKHU

/IRZHU /RV $QJHOHV 5LYHU 5HYLWDOL]DWLRQ $0  OHODXNVRYH $SSUI

DOG &RPPXQLW\ (QIDIJHPHQW

x 5HSRUW E\ ODVWHUV LQ B8UEDQ 30DQQLQJ FDQGLGDWH DW 8&/:
JHGHUDO :DWHUV 3DUWQHUVKLS

x IRFDWERXQWK *DWH +ROO\GDOH 3DUN /RQJ %HDFK 'HO $PR %C

TKHPHWHWQWULILFDWLRQ 'LVSODFHPHQW &RPPXQLW\ $FFHVV 8\

x OHWKRGROEDLQJ %RRWK VHWXS FORVHG HQGHG FKHFN DOC
RSHMHQGHG TXHVWLRQV

x

x 'DWKSULO JRFXVHG RQ SUHVHQW DQG IXWXUH XVH
x 6LJQLIBHNV@WV
0 +HDOWK DQG ([HUFLVH SHFUHDWLRQ

o :DONLQJ %LNLQJ -RJJLQJ PDLQ XVHV RI WKH ULYHU
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o :bDQWYV EHWWHU VHFXULW\ PRVW LPSRUWDQW PRUH DPH

&RPSWRQ &UHHN 7UDLOV &RPPXQLW\ $VVHVVPHQW

1*2 5DWMDRUDLOV &RQVHUYDQF\ 3URMHFW 7HDP
/IRFDW&RPSWRQ
7KHPHAMUDQVSRUWDWLRQ 3URJUDPPLQJ DQG $FWLYLWLHV 2EH
OHWKRGRO
D 7KH VWXG\ DUHD LQFOXGHV WKH KDOI PLOH RQ HDFK VLG
ERXQGHG E\ (O 6HIXQGR %RXOHYDUG RQ WKH QRUWK *UH
VRXWK :LOORZEURRN $YHQXH RQ WKH HDVW DQG &HQWU
$HQXH RQ WKH :HVW
E 6XUYH\ GLVWULEXWHG E\ DIILOLDWHG RUJDQL]DWLRQV 1
':DVKLQJWRQ (OHPHQWDU\ 3DUHQW 7HDFKHU $VVRFLDWLR(
+LJK 6FKRRO 5HF\FOLQJ &OXE
x 'DWH IRFXVHV RQ FXUUHQW XVHYV
x 6LJQLILFDQW 5HVXOWYV
6RPH RI WKH VLJQLILFDQW ILQGLQJV ZHUH WKDW PDQ\ UHVLG
H[LVWHQFH RI WKH WUDLO \HW D ODUJH SR UWWRZH U® GLEFIHWHEGW K

X X X X

FRQYHQLHQW WR GR VR UHVSRQGHQWYV
D ZRXOG XVH WKH 7UDLO RU XVH LW PRUH LI PDLQWHQDQFH
ZHUH DGGUHVVHG

E &XUUHQW 8VHV ‘DONLQJ KRUVHEDFN ULGLQJ ELNLQ

1RUWKHDVW /$ 5LYHU 5LYHUIURQW &ROODERUDMDWHWV1YN$USYH\VHYVL

x /IRFDWLRRLOH 5LYHU VWUHWFK LQ 1(/$ NQRZQ DV *OHQGDOH 1C
9LOODJH &\SUHVV 3DUN (O\VLDQ 9DOOH\ *ODVVHOO 3DUN D
x TKHPHWWUFHSWLRQV VDIHW\ DFFHVV SRLQWV UHODWLRQVKL
DERXW GHPRJUDSKLF GDWD
x OHWKRGR®MIFRPSOHWHO\ FOHDU EXW VHHPV YHU\ OLNHO\ WK
TXHVWLRQV PXOWLSOH FKRLFH
x 'DWHBXPPHU IRFXVHVY RQ SUHVHQW DQG VRPHZKDW SDVW D
x S5HVXOWYV
o :KHQ DVNHG LI WKH\ VSHQW WLPH E\ WKH / $ 5LYHU SH
o :KHQ DVNHG KRZ WKH VXUYH\ UHVSRQGHQWWWUDYHOHG
UHVSRQVHV ZHUH SHUFHQW E\ ZDONLQJ SHUFHQW E\
o 7KH PDMRULW\ RI UHVSRQGHQWY EHOLHYHG PDBLQJ WKH
VDIHU SHUFHQW ZRXOG PDNH WKHP VSHQG PRUH WLPH
o :KHQ DVNHG DERXW WKH RQH ELJJHVW SUREOHBRR) WKHL
WKH GLITHUHQW QHLJKERUKRRGYV KDG YHU\ VLPLODU UHVSE
UHVSRQVH
o 6HH PDS IRU DFFHVV SRLQWYV

<RXU /$ 5LYHU 3DWK

x 2Q0LQH VR DQ\RQH WKH VXUYH\ IRFXVHG RQ D SURMHFW WR (
9DOOH\ DQG WKH &LW\ RI 9HUQRQ

x 3DWKzZD\ DFFHVV SRLQWYV

&KRLFHV UDQNLQJ QXPEHU VFDOH HGXFDWLRQDO GLVWULE)

x &XUUHQWO\ WDNLQJ SODFH )RFXVHV RQ IXWXUH DVSHFWYV RI

x
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7KH IROORZLQJ LV D WDOO\ RI LQIRUPDWLRQ IRXQG DERYH

&RQGXFWLQJ 2UJDQL]DWLRQ

Type of Organization # of surveys

*RYHUQPHQW $JHQF

,QVWLWXWLRQ 8QLY

1RQ JRYHUQPHQWDC(

7TKHPHVY DQG 7RSLFV RI 6XUYH\V

Themes or Topics Frequency of Occurrence

$FFHVV

8VHV DQG ,QWHUDFWL

7TUDQVSRUWDWLRQ

6DIHW\ +RPHOHVVQHYV

5HFUHDWLRQ

(QYLURQPHQW

(GXFDWLRQ DQG 3URJ

*HQWULILFDWLRQ DQG

3XEOLF +HDOWK

3DUN '"HVLJQ

OHWKRGRORJ\ RI 6 XUYH\V

Type of Questions # of surveys

5DWH

OXOWLSOH &KRLH

&KHFN DOO WKDYV
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Survey Distribution

2QO0LQH

,Q 3HUVRQ

SRVWHU

7TDEOLQJ R

7KH IROORZLQJ GRFXPHQWY ZHUH H[FOXGHG VSHFLILHG XQGHU HEL
RI VXUYH\V RQ WKH /$ ULYHU EXW VWLOO SOD\HRG PRPRARLVD\ LQIR
HQJDIJHPHQW XQGHU WKH FXUUHQW UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ SDUDGLJP

7KH 5LYHU B3URMHEW 78-81*% :$7(56+("

X X X X X X

x

3DFRLPD

1*2

(FRORJ\ &RPPXQLW\ (QJDJHPHQW 3URJUDPPLQX DQG (GXFDWL
7TDEOLQJ ERRWK DQG FRPPXQLW\ VXUYH\V LQ 3DFRLPD

SHVXOWYV
o %HVW ZD\ WR JHW LQYROYHPHQW ZDV WKURXJK HGXFDWLI
VFKRRO ,| WKH NLGVY DUH LQWHUHVWHG WKH SDUHQWYV Z
o &UHDWHG RXWGRRU HGXFDWLRQ FODVVURRP QH[W WR WK
(OHPHQWDU\ 6FKRRO 2XWGRRU FODVVURRP LV VWLOO XV
([FOXGHG IURP WKH DQDO\VLV EHFDXVH WKLV LV D GREXPHQW
LOQYROYHPHQW LQ ULYHU UHODWHG SURMHFWYV

(DVW 5DQFKR 'RPLQJXH] &RPPXQLW\ 30DQ /$ 3DUNV DQG 5HFUHDW

X

x

JRFXVHV RQ LPSURYLQJ DQG H[SDQGLQJ JUHHQ VSDFHV LQ WK
'RPLQJXH]
4XHVWLRQQDLUHV GLVWULEXWHG GXULQJ NH\ FRPPXQLW\ HYH
YHEUXD U\
5HVXOWV
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APPENDIX B: MAPS AND FIGURES

Figure 1: Locations of existing surveys
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Figure 3: How Surveys were Distributed

In Person

Figure 4: Who Conducted the Survey

Figure 5: Themes of Existing Surveys
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APPENDIX C: TRANSCRIBED INTERVIEWS

Stevie and Marge (Checl

1 names)

2 Maricarmen
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22 AnMarie (Kamryn)

23 Hector de la Torre
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25 Natividad
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Name: Stevie and Marge

Location: South Gate Regional Park (Earth Day Event)
Date: April 13, 2019

Interviewers: Kamryn and Scott

Language: English

Kamryn [00:00:00] Can we interview you two? We'll interview you [Stevie] first, and then
ask the same questions to you [Marge] after.

Stevie [00:00:03] Okay. | just do the booth. We just do it for the city, for whatever they
need done. To make, to help the environment. That's what | do. She does the river walk.
She knows everything about the river walk.

Kamryn [00:00:20] We have just some general questions.

Scott [00:00:29] Can you describe an experience with River that you have? Maybe one
of the most memorable ones?

Marge [00:00:36] When we did the River walk. When you get a group walking, there's a
lot of different problems cause you run into homeless people. We ran into that. There's
a lot of trash that has to be picked up. The last one we did, we had about 75 bags of
trash and it makes you feel, when you do the riverwalk, that you've accomplished
something.

Scott [00:00:46] What do you think the purpose of the revitalization effort is?

Marge [00:01:28] What is the purpose of what?

Scott [00:01:29] The purpose of the Revitalization efforts to you.

Marge [00:01:29] Uhh, let's see. Well first of all, it's the problem with the water. You
have to get the water; the water is bad. Period. And you have to get something working
to get the water cleared up. We've been doing projects at schools to get kids informed

about water and where it comes from and where it runs through LA. and stuff like that.

Scott [00:01:31] What are your thoughts on climate change and flood control in regard
to the river?
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Marge [00:02:20] Uhhh, that's a hard one. | don't know.

Stevie [00:02:20] I think that if we don't do something, we aren't going to have anything
left. The only thing | do, because | can't go on the river walk due to being in a
wheelchair, is work here. | work with young children. And at my school it's the teachers
mostly doing as much to educate the kids at a very young age that this is a life that
whole the rest of your life you're going to need to do this [maintain the river]. If you
want your children to enjoy the same things that your grandparents enjoy. You have to
do it now. And that's why | come and get the literature and | take it back to school. And
| share it with my kids. And | work kindergarten through fifth grade. And if we don't do
something, | don't know.

Marge [00:03:13] And they're trying to figure out a way to get the water clean. We have
meetings once a month and they've been talking about how to bring the water back to
the channel to make it clean. But we haven't got it to a point where it's completed

yet. We're still working on that to have it recycled. So, we're working on that one.

Stevie [00:03:48] Well sometimes people overlook small children, but some of our
greatest advocates for all of the environment started in elementary school. If we don't
start there, it's kind of a little late.

Marge [00:04:08] If you don't start young, then you go down the line, then they don't
really care. You got to start with them young. The kids these days, it's a different story
back when | was younger. Kids these days, as they move on, they'll lose interest.

Stevie [00:04:23] And they need to do more on the internet. To bring it up every once in
a while because the kids would really take notice of it if you did that. Because that's
where they're at right now. | have to take phones away from my kindergarten kids
because they're now baby sitters for parents. So that's where you want to hit them.

Marge [00:04:45] They just need to educate the little kids also, about the water. How
bad it is. Some of the water is not good for you to play. And get them involved in the
River walk.

Marge [00:04:57] It's not that they're insensitive to it, they're just not aware of it and it's
not important in their everyday life unless we bring it to them at school. It's up to us. |
work at a middle school.
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Stevie [00:05:12] | tried it for two years. That ship sailed!

Marge[00:05:22] You have to spread the word because that the only way you're going to
get anything done. It's by word of mouth. I've been doing it for over 60 years.
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Name: Maricarmen

Location: South Gate Regional Park (Earth Day Event)
Date: April 13, 2019

Interviewer(s): Scott

Language: English

Scott [00:00:02] Could you describe your experience and relationship with the river?

Maricarmen [00:00:07] So, the river is, about, | would say a mile from my house. I live in
Mid-South Gate , downtown area South Gate. So the most, I've biked it once but |
thought It was scary because it's very dark and there's not a lot of access points so
you'll go in in certain ways but then you have to go really far to be able to go back out.
So | kind of didn't do that after that. That's like the one experience and then besides
that, | always pass it to get into the Downe area. So | mean we know the LA. River is
there but it's kind of like part of our daily transit rather than our daily lifestyle.

Scott [00:00:47] What do you think the purpose of the restoration efforts is?

Maricarmen [00:00:50] | want, well | think the goal would be to make it a green space.
Where people can congregate and they could actually put it to use. | know one thing
that would be pretty cool is if people could actually canoe on it. That would be really
nice. Or just people can like actually access it, you know? Make it, like put lights so it's
not so scary. Yeah. | mean a river is supposed to be like pretty you know, nature. That
would be a pretty good goal.

Scott [00:01:19] What do you think of the current efforts?

Maricarmen [00:01:20] So, me being involved with L.A. Waterkeeper kind of shows me
what's happening. | mean, | get a deeper understanding of the movements and what's
being talked about. But | don't know if everyone in the South Gate community Is aware
that the restoration is even happening. So, | think that was one thing that | would want
people to do. Maybe maore outreach about like | like to go surveying when | can. | feel
like maybe when you're asking people they're not even aware of the fact that it's being
restored. But, | hope it works out. | hope it's successful.

Scott [00:01:57] What are your opinions of climate change and flood control in parts of
the LA. River?
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Maricarmen [00:02:01] Same thing I'm thinking. You know a hundred years rain is
coming. So | feel like people will have to be more aware of it. It's like things, since it's
not happening immediately, people are not taking action. But it's going to be too late
to take action If it's already happening. | think again more awareness and people like
bringing the cause to them and explaining it could be a possibility.

Name: Gladis

Location: South Gate Regional Park (Earth Day Event)
Date: April 13,2019

Interviewer(s): Scott

Language: English

Scott [00:00:09] Could you describe your relationship with the LA. River?

Gladis [00:00:20] My name is Gladis. I'm a Senior Engineer with the city. I've been
involved in the river for many years now. I've been involved in the efforts of the LA
River Master Plan. Efforts that AB530 did a few years back. And now I'm actually working
on the upper LA River through the LA. county steering committee. I've been someone
simply participating in that for the past year now. It's exciting to see the efforts that the
region is putting on and revitilize the River.

Scott [00:01:15] What's your most memorable experience with the River?

Gladis [00:01:16] One of the most memorable experiences actually is standing at the
confluence point of the LA River and Rio Condo. That Iis an impressive view that the
community hasn't seen. And I'm very fortunate to have been able to do that. It's
amazing to have a geographic element such as that, the two river meeting in our city.
We're going to basically try to showcase it.

Scott [00:01:37] What do you think the purpose of the revitalization effort is?
Gladis [00:01:48] There's numerous purposes for that. The River has long been a very

divisive element in the city and we want to change that at least in South Gate. We want
to make sure to make the River an asset in the city instead of a divisive element. The
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revitalization efforts encourage community participation just because we want to make
it more inviting. The City of South Gate is planning to construct a new park which is an

urban orchard. Which is right adjacent to the river. That project has different elements

that just wouldn't happen in the community.

Scott [00:02:31] What's your opinion about the current efforts?

Gladis [00:02:31] The current efforts, I'm actually astonished by the various entities.
Speaker Randon has produced and given us a lot of variety of the LA. River, thankfully.
It's definitely, I'm very fortunate to be a part of the current efforts for the region.

Scott [00:03:04] What are your thoughts on climate change and flood control in regard
to the river?

Gladis [00:03:08] Those are very key issues. The river itself, it an essential flood control
management structure and we need to be very cognizant of that. That it has to remain

that. At the moment, we want to enhance that feature and make it an asset. Not just a

flood control element. We want to create opportunities for our community to enjoy.

Scott [00:03:36] That's the end of our questions! Is there anything you want to add in
about the LA River or the urban orchard?

Gladis [00:03:42] The LA. River definitely is an asset that needs to be looked at in a
little bit more detail. There's a lot of things that could be done and we're very fortunate
that our legislative bodies looked into it and prioritized it. That the city has taken such
an active position in revitalizing the river.
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Name: Lane (Scout Leader)

Location: South Gate Regional Park (Earth Day Event)
Date: April 13, 2019

Interviewer(s): Kamryn

Language: English

Kamryn [00:00:00] Can you tell us a little bit about yourself? Are you from here?

Lane [00:00:00] My name is Lane Robles. | have a troop here in South Gate, in the park.
So we do a lot of things for the community of South Gate.

Kamryn [00:00:14] Awesome! And describe your relationship with the river do you have
any experiences with the river.

Lane [00:00:18] Well we do this [earth day event] every year. And we clean up the
edges of the LA. River. And also we do that for the San Gabriel River and Azusa
mountains. We do all that river cleanup. So we take these scouts. What they do is they
clean up all, take all that trash. [00:00:34]Break [down] the things that they do without
water you know. [3.4s] So we do a lot of stuff with them. We love doing that cleaning
with the River, anything to clean. To have a better environment for the boys.

Kamryn [00:00:50] And then what are your thoughts on the current restoration efforts?
You know, building things around the river? Have you heard of anything that's going
on?

Lane [00:00:58] Well the City of South Gate, they're doing a lot of things for cleaning the
river in this area. And actually, today when we were taking out, removing the graffiti,
the thing that we saw was there were no more homeless not no more trash. It was nice
and clean. Even our scouts were like "Oh it smells good. It doesn't smell like before.
Because they are doing something about it. South Gate is doing something about it.

Kamryn [00:01:25] And the last question what are your thoughts on climate change
and flooding in regards to the river?

Lane [00:01:37] Flooding especially when it rains here! South Gate it gets pretty bad.
That's because a lot of people, most people don't care that much and throw things in
the river that stuff gets over-flowed. But you see the water coming out of trees and all
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that trash. But you know like Mother Nature does. It just does. Takes everything away,
cleans the river like she wants to have everything clean again. The thing is it goes to
the ocean. That's a bad thing about it. We have to think more about cleaning it up and
not throwing things it in our rivers because a lot of people do that.
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Name: Rita

Location: South Gate Regional Park (Earth Day Event)
Date: April 13, 2019

Interviewer(s): Kamryn

Language: English

Kamryn [00:00:00] Are you from this area?

Rita [00:00:01] §
Kamryn [00:00:05] How long have you been living here?
Rita [00:00:09] About 20 years.

Scott [00:00:16] Could you just describe your relationship with the river? Maybe a
memorable experience you have with the river?

Rita [00:00:20] The river. Well, | used to work over in the Atwater area and the river runs
right by there. Off of Fletcher crosses it and then Riverside is on one side. Anyway.
Yeah. So yeah. We used to walk a little bit during lunchtime on the river there. And then
you know, my best friend's parents lived further down right by the river also. Her mom
walks there now. I've always been intrigued by it and stuff yanno.

Kamryn [00:01:13] What are your thoughts on the current restoration efforts going on?
Have you heard of any projects?

Rita [00:01:19] No. | know South Gate is getting involved and working with the friends of
the LA. River | believe. They're trying to restore it and stuff at least. Yeah. Up further up
North where | was working is where they do a lot with it. | believe I'm not sure. But yeah
I'm really happy cause I've always liked, | loved that LA. River, always. Where the
greenery part is, where there’s concrete it's okay, you know. But over there and you can
see the greenery and stuff like that. Yeah it's nice.

Kamryn [00:02:02] And the last question that we have. What are your thoughts on
climate change and flooding with regards to the rivers?

Rita [00:02:07] Like what do you mean?
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Kamryn [00:02:10] Like just your general thoughts on climate change and any concerns
with flooding of the river or with the river?

Rita [00:02:19] Nope. Not Really. Like this last rainfall, which was really pretty intense
and stuff we had. I've noticed other times the LA river here has gone up really high but
| don't know. | guess maybe there's not that much flooding. | don't know it didn't really
g0 as high as other times and we did have a lot of rain. | don’t know. Doess that mean
because they're cleaning it and there's less debris for it to flood or what? What's that?
But the flooding, | don't know. What would cause the flooding? Like the debris?

Kamryn [00:03:06] They have predictions for like 100 year flood could happen soon,
yeah.

Rita [00:03:14] Okay, yeah.
Kamryn [00:03:16] Some of the projects going on are like concerned about that.

Rita [00:03:20] Yeah yeah well it is is concerning if it's inevitable to happen.
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Name: Leticia Nunez

Location: South Gate Regional Park
Date: April 21, 2019

Interviewer(s): James

Language: English

James [00:03] so | guess | can't talk about like | guess if you don't mind saying your
name and like | guess where you're from?

Leticia [00:14] We're actually residents, we're Paramount residents. | just work for the
city of South Gate

James [00:20] And are you familiar with what the LA River is or not really?

Leticia [00:25] Um no I'm not really that familiar with it, | know where its at, | know
where it's located but no | don't really know.

James [00:30] Would you say like you've you've, are you familiar with what the city of
South Gate has tried to do with the LA River revitalization and restorations?

Leticia [00:40] I don't know actually.

James [00:44] Basically they're like trying to open up access and create recreational
facilities like [South Gate Park] but adjacent to the river. What would you think you
would want to see out of that, personally what would you think you would use it for?

Leticia [01:02] So what is the reason why they they're gonna try to do that?

James [01:07] So a lot of the reasons why, is the city wants to create more park space
more

recreational space, but at the same time there's been a lot of investment like in

other parts of the river like in the northern section of the river. The city of South Gate
and other [South East LA] cities located near the river kind of like want to do the same
thing.

Leticia [01:29] Oh..
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James [071:31] A lot of it is like creating like habitat for [wildlife] and [possibly] remove
the concrete on the river.

Leticia [071:44] They want to remove what I'm sorry?

James [01:46] The concrete, that's ideally what they want to do and that's like the [end
goal] they've been trying to get to and so a lot of times in nearby communities [the
city] is trying to reach out to people who live nearby and see what they want.

James [02:02] Since you don't really know much about that, what ways do you think the
city can improve...

Leticia [02:08] to let people know like the community, how will they voice that? | just
feel like they can in voice it in pretty much, maybe set up | don't know like workshops,
educational workshops, or during the city hall meetings. They could go voice that, what
[it] can be, what's the benefits. | know there's a pros and cons to that I'm sure but |
mean that's how they would really go about it within the community because that's you
know they can put it out on the paper maybe social media. | mean not everyone is
computer savvy but whoever Is you know, it's good.

James [02:51] A lot of times with development of projects [like these], citizens are
concerned about like...

Leticia [03:00] The funding
James [03:02] Yeah the funding and possible gentrification and things like that. Do you
have any issues particularly [for] yourself like concerning? If [the restoration] were to

happen, what would be like a concern for you?

Leticia [03:19] So a concern can be.. | would fear it would just be the funding just
because it is tax...

James [03:26] Okay.
Leticia [03:27] Tax money, yes! | mean if you, usually when you know citizens want to,

we want to be sure that it is a good project and it's gonna be beneficial their tax money
Is gonna be for a good cause.
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James [03:39] Okay.

Leticia [03:40] If not then it's not.

James [03:46] I'm sorry your name again?

Leticia [03:47] My name is Leticia Nunez.

James [03:53] My name is James again, thank you so much

[shakes hand]

Leticia [03:54] Oh! | have been having food | hope you don't mind!

James [03:56] It's ok!

Leticia [05:57] All right, you have a good one.

James [03:58] And you too!

James [04:01] | forgot to ask one more question.. one of the reasons why the LA River is
the way it is because... why the river was concretized was because of flooding. So do
do you share that concern with the river and do you think climate change should affect
some of the decisions about the way they the river should be used?

Leticia [04:28] The River, you know how its a home for a lot of homeless. You know
what | should've told [you], how are they gonna go about that? With the homeless, will

there be a place to direct them? Just because they need that type of resource.

James [04:43] I've also talked to some other people and that is their concern with any
of the projects.

Leticia [04:49] That's their home

James [04:52] People I've talked to, if they do create a park, they are worried the
homeless will cause trouble or..

Leticia’s Husband [05:03] They're gonna be there camped out.
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Leticia [05:07] I think if they are going to do that kind of renovation or expansion then
they should have somewhere to redirect them, the homeless.

Leticia Husband [05:17] Or they can keep it gated

Leticia [05:21] But then you're taking them out of there, and of course they are gonna
make it their new home because they were not guided to where they can get help. We
are taking them out of where they call home and you're gonna place a park for
Instance, of course they are gonna make it their home. Now If we direct them
somewhere, where they can get help, housing, or whatever... then they won't be there in
the park

James [05:47] Okay all right thank you so much! This is really helpful!
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Name: Melissa

Location: South Gate Regional Park
Date: April 13, 2019

Interviewer(s): Nathan, James
Language: English

x 23 - Grew up in South Gate, just graduated from college.

x Doesn't think the river offers much to community members outside of its use as
a bike path. Only people with bicycles have an incentive to go to the river.

x She ran along the bike path once but was chased by a homeless person so she
doesn’'t do It anymore.

x Melissa thinks the restoration should focus on creating space for community
activities.

o She emphasizes that these activities should be either chosen by or run by
the residents, and that the activities are “for" community members.

o She is worried about the city planning something for the community
members that does not line up with their interests.

o She discussed a division she sees in the community between the “good”
part of south gate (near where the park is) and the “bad” part of south
gate, and thinks that maybe green space can mend this divide

x One of her main concerns with development is traffic - she is worried that
construction from multiple projects can create congestion in the community.

x Melissa doesn’t think that it rains enough in LA for flooding to be a concern
along the river.

47



Name: Chris

Location: Hollydale Regional Park
Date: April 12, 2019
Interviewer(s): James

Language: English

James [00:00] | guess you can tell us your name, where you are from?
Chris [00:05] Chris and I'm from Downey

James [00:07] Downey, okay. And what is your experience with the LA River, have
you.what have you used the River for, like today you're walking your dog. Is that
what you mostly do?

Chris [00:18] Yeah | just let her walk. | wanna say | don't even go to the River that
much. | just go here cuz its a bigger park than anywhere else. There's a park near
Downey and there's a river down there but its not as big for her to run around in the
grass. And honestly she just wants to lay in the grass but the river itself doesn't
mean anything to me. It's not even a real river, it's fake.

James [00:041] Yeah so kind of piggybacking off of that, the city of South Gate and
the city of LA they kind of want to make it into a real river in that sense, and so
there's a lot of development projects upcoming with it. Are you familiar with any of
what those are?

Chris [00:55] I'm not so tell me about it.

James [00:57] Ok so the city is... basically they want to..kind of similar to this park,
re-open up access to the River and use it as a community asset in terms of parks
and recreational areas for community members to use.

Chris [01:14] That'd be nice.

James [01:15] Yeah and so if that were to happen, what would you say you would
want to see built or developed here?
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Chris [01:24] Honestly better parks more areas for the dogs because if you look at
the other side of here and | actually saw several dogs on that side like over [there]
they'll let you but... they put a little, crappy little spot over there for the dogs and no
one really even uses this area if you look at it, no one is ever here.

James [01:40] Yeah

Chris [01:41] So you just have a whole open grass that no one can ever really use. It
looks nice but that's about it

James [01:46] Okay and so that's pretty much what you would hope for? Just
recreational.

Chris [01:51] Yeah because | only do it for my dog otherwise I'm working | don't really
care.

James [01:55] Okay, and then...
[01:58] Oh shit! Come here! Oh! You asshole, come here! Bad Girl!
James [02:06] Strong dog!

Chris [02:08] She's a puppy still, she saw like something. Sit' Come here! She got scared
of that or something she ran away from It.

James [02:18] No worries.

Chris [02:19] Something scared her, sorry about that.
Andrew [02:22] No, no, no

Chris [02:22] Go ahead.

James [02:22] Are you okay, do you need to collect yourself?
Chris [02:23] Nah I'm okay.

James [02:25] And so what was | just..develop okay like the development [some]
Cities are planning to do projects what would you say is a big concern if they were to
go through with some of the things like..
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Chris [02:38] You know what | would like to see! More actual water! Yeah you know
because it's all grass and it's nice and everything but the dogs like running in water
In a water area. | would say having a closed area where they can have dogs run
around. In an enclosed area, let's say they enclose this entire area and there's a
little pond. They don't actually have this for dogs, and that's what I'd like to see. It's
a great thing they have the slides and all the stuff for the kids | think it's great! But |
don't have kids so.

James [03:08] Okay, and then one of the biggest reasons why the LA River was
concretized and made into this channel was the concerns of flooding. So part of our
research is also to kind of gauge what concern level do community residents have in
terms of the Rivers capacity to mitigate flooding for the community

Chris [03:35] You know honestly I'm not an engineer, | don't know much about that
stuff but all I know is, every time we talk about the River you know that's not a real
river. C'mon yanno its concrete. It's not a real river so we all laugh about It.

James [03:50] Because right now the LA River is pretty good at keeping and
maintaining flood control but do you think in the future in terms of climate change
do you think the LA River would be able to handle that? Do you think that would be
a concern?

Chris [04:06] | don't know, you know I'm not sure you remember climate change but
now It's global warming but before it was global cooling, you know climate is always
gonna be changing. They just change the terminology.

James [04:16] Yeah

Chris [04:17] Did they just... honestly | think it's more fear-mongering so people can
make money off of it

James [04:21] Oh, interesting okay.

Chris [04:22] You know what | mean? Cuz when it was global cooling they tried to make
money off of that. Once the temperature went up they changed it to global warming
and then when it cools again they're just gonna change the term to an open term with
everything. That's just my thought on It.

James [04:36] Alright

Chris [04:37] But it's smart though, if I would make money off of that | would too.
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James [04:40] Ok and then...

Chris [04:41] Because the climate's always gonna be changing just look at history
you know?

James [04:48] Any final questions? Final thoughts?
Chris [04:51] No not really.

James [04:52] Okay yeah alright thank you!
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Name: Olivia Vega

Location: South Gate Regional Park (Earth Day Event)
Date: April 13, 2019

Interviewer(s): James

Language: English and some Spanish

James [00:00] Yeah so | guess you could start off by saying your name and like where
you're from, about yourself [that] kind of thing.

Olivia [00:12] My name is Olivia Vega. I'm from Mexico. | have three kids. Two of them,
they go to CSUN and one t0 South Gate High School in tenth grade. And yes I'm not

working, [I'm] staying home.

James [00:33] So our research is about the LA River and so do you have any
experiences with that or have you ever used the river before?

Olivia [00:45] Mm no.
James [00:46] Okay.

Olivia [00:47] It's very dangerous, a lot of people in the river bank, the homeless
people, the homeless people.

James [00:56] Okay. So are you familiar with what the city hopes to do with the River in
terms of redeveloping the River?

Olivia [01:01] Uh huh, and they, they will make another park?

James [01:12] Do you..if they were to do other projects what would you want to see?
Olivia [01:17] In the park?

James [01:19] Yeah or like other amenities or facilities.

Olivia [01:23] | want more homes for the homeless for security.

James [01:30] For safety?
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Olivia [01:31] The safety, and more... uh..homes for the people that can't afford the rent.
James [01:43] Affordable housing?

Olivia [01:44] Affordable housing.

Olivia [01:47] | wanna park for those.

James [01: 51] Are you..do you have any concerns or like any negative...?

Olivia [01:55] Things?

James [01:56] Yeah because if the city does like build more parks or if the city builds
more housing?

Olivia [02:03] Mmm... The last buenas...qué sera..qué mas quisiera..Mmm (What else,
what else would | want)

James [02:15] If you can only say it in Spanish, you can say it in Spanish and we can
probably translate It later.

Olivia [02:23] Y la seguridad, la seguridad alrededor de la ciudad. (The safety/security
in the city.)

James [02:29] Okay.

Olivia [02:30] Porque si, no hay policias, antes si habia pero hay mucha gente y en la
noche es dangerous, es peligroso. (Because there are no police, there used to be, but
there’s a lot of people at night, it's dangerous.)

James [02:37] Okay.

Olivia [02:38] Es peligroso. (It's dangerous.)

James [02:40] Okay | see, in the River.

Olivia [02:41] On the River.
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James [02:42] Yeah okay and | guess one last question, the LA River is like usually used
for like when [there’s] flooding. Are you concerned about flood damage or if they do
have development in the in the River, are you concerned about flooding?

Olivia [03:08] Como no e tenido la experiencia, porque alla en Los Angeles si lo tienen
verdad es para pasearse ahi en el Rio? (Since | haven't had the experience, because in
Los Angeles, they have it right, to walk around the River?)

James [03:15] Okay.

Olivia [03:16] No no no sabria decir cual es la experiencia. (I couldn’t tell you.)

James [03:21] Okay.

Olivia [03:21] Pero si me gustaria. (But | would like to.)

James [03:23] | see. Okay so you like [think] that you haven't had any flooding?

Olivia [03:27] No.

James [03:28] Okay alright then I think.. I think that's pretty much it.

Olivia [03:34] Thank you!
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Name: Annette

Location: South Gate Regional Park (Earth Day Event)

Date: April 13, 2019

Interviewer(s): James and Nathan

Language: English

James [00:00:09] | guess, could you just start by stating | guess your name and like
where you're from? Have you ever used the LA. River before or like done anything on
the River?

Annette [00:00:17] I use it as | run.

James [00:00:21] And are you, are you a resident of South Gate?

Annette [00:00:25] A resident of South Gate, yes | am.

James [00:00:25] Okay. Oh and I'm sorry your name again?

Annette [00:00:28] Annette, and you?

James [00:00:29] James and Nathan. What would you specifically want to see if the city
wants to do projects on the River? Like what would you want?

Annette [00:00:47] For me, it would be trail instead of cement, because | run on the
cement and the next day, my knees hurt. So | don't know how it would work, maybe
more dirt to run on the trail instead of cement. It's nice for bike riding and | see that a
lot. For me personally | like would like trails.

Annette's Friend [00:01:15] Cleaner. It's kind of smelly too.

Nathan [00:01:17] A lot of people we've talked to say that they don't want to visit
because of homeless people, or the pollution, or the smell.

James [00:01:27] What would you say is like a big concern for you if the city was going
to do projects?

Annette [00:01:33] My concerns?
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James [00:01:35] Yeah, yeah. Like any reservations, any negatives. Do you see any
negatives?

Annette [00:01:43] No, as long as it improves and gets people out there. Like to be
active, I'm up for it. Yeah, nothing negative. The homeless, help them out don't just kick
them out. They're just going to go to another location and cause the same issues. Just
help them out. Keep it clean and definitely keep it safe. Sometimes it's kinda scary to
g0 by yourself.

James [00:02:07] And then | guess like the final like question is like. The LA. River
mostly acts as a flood channel. Like right now the way it is, the way it's designed. And
so, like, In the future, are you ever concerned about the possibility of the River

overflowing or like damaging property in that way?

Annette [00:02:33] Well we never get that much rain here, but at one point we did. Not
too long ago?

Nathan [00:02:41] That it overflowed? The River?

Annette [00:02:42] It never did but it was one time that. I'm not good at remembering,
but it rained a lot. Yeah. So we got it got pretty high. Yeah, that | know since I've been
living here, no. Never has overflowed.

James [00:02:58] Do you think the city should like make that as a priority?

Annette [00:03:03] It hasn't been a problem til now. I'm hoping that they keep it the
way it is. There's always room for improvement. So, you know. If it hasn't happened
doesn't mean it won't happen. Yeah. So. They need to be on top of everything.

James [00:03:26] Any final questions that | might have missed?

Nathan [00:03:37] So you do use it for running? How often do you go?

Annette [00:03:39] Once a week or last month.
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Name: Cathy and Vinny

Location: South Gate Regional Park
Date: April 12, 2019

Interviewer(s): Nathan and Scott
Language: English

Female: Mid 20s. Doing Yoga in the Park. Were apprehensive of having audio and video
taken. Not from South Gate, from Commerce, but they work in South Gate.

"The River should have added pollinators, butterflies, and natural wildlife and the city
should make it a priority to plant trees and feature flood control measures."

There should be a symbiotic relationship--ecology with oxygen producing algae.

"We should have a homestead mentality of going back to nature.

The River should have a nature park and provide placard information.
Innovative ways to clean up trash.

Separation from nature and human use.

"More programs are necessary in order to involve in these types of communities. They

should be focused on how to maintain the natural resources. Learning about
something creates an appreciation for something."
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Name: Elizabeth

Location: Hollydale Regional Park
Date: April 13, 2019

Interviewer(s): James and Andrew
Language: English

James [0:00] | guess you can just start off by telling us your name, where you live?

Elizabeth [00:07] My name is Elizabeth, and I live in South Gate, Hollydale park, I've
been here for like 2 years. We recently just moved here from not that far so not too far
but.. big difference it's a lot nicer here.

James [00:23] Yeah it's really nice! | guess what would you say is your experience with
the LA River?

Elizabeth [00:30] Umm | think there's only two major things that just might be some
opportunity... like population and then the other thing is a lot of [events] they also
have here. So they have a lot of, | wanna say hispanic oriented type of festivals. So they
do a lot of having to do with smaller businesses. So they encourage those businesses
to come out and they'll have a little post so they can sell things. And it's usually free,
you buy the food and everything. But they also have uh people that educate us on the
LA River and what it brings to the community, like transporting water and providing
homes for certain animals. So they try to educate our community, which is nice.

James [01:20] So what have... you're out here walking your dog. What do you normally
use the River for?

Elizabeth [01:31] Probably just walking the dog and then sitting. More or less probably
just talking to the homeless community because you have to get the word out that
we're gonna be building a shelter. So that people don't have to stay out there,

especially with the rain.

James [01:43] Oh okay. | see. And then | guess we'll move on to the next question. Are
you familiar with the LA River revitalization efforts and projects?

Elizabeth [01:53] No not really.
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James [01:56] So um basically the city is like, the city of South Gate specifically, they're
hoping to like build more projects like a lot more park-space, opening access to the
River, community amenities for the community people nearby. One of the questions we
have is what do you think you would want them to build, or your priorities if they were
to do projects like that?

Elizabeth [02:33] Maybe more accessibility for like runners and stuff, I know they have
stuff like that. But maybe lights because it gets pretty dark. Because honestly | think... it
scares me to think that someone is out there... | don't know.

James [02:54] And then piggybacking off of that, like what would you say is a concern if
they were to move forward with certain projects on the River?

Elizabeth [03:05] | feel like if they were to build more bridges and things like that, a lot
more homeless would be there and especially the past few months of all the rain that
we've got It takes a lot of time out of LAPD's time to come over here. Because we've had
people who are you know homeless people, who are unfortunately addicted to drugs,
some are anyway. And sometimes people aren't just very cautious. They fall in and then
that's essentially what happens here. That's kind of a big concern for me.

James [03:39] And then like you mentioned that the River can be pretty dangerous in
terms of like when it's raining. Do you have any concerns especially because you live
close to the River. Do you have any concerns with flooding into you area?

Elizabeth [03:56] Not so much because | mean, it wouldn't rain as much to fill the
entire thing. | don't believe it would, so... I think it's pretty deep enough where
something like that isn't gonna happen.

James[04:10] Do you think climate change will have an effect on that?

Elizabeth [04:14] Eventually, with something like that? Maybe yeah maybe not in my
lifetime, but in the next lifetime of course.

James [04:20] Okay, and then that's pretty much it
Andrew [04:23] We were also gonna do like kind of like Humans of the New York and

we're like trying to take pictures of the community members and if you're interested
we'd take a picture of you.




James [04:36] Anything that you [think the city can do better to publicize or community
outreach]?

Elizabeth [04:38] Maybe more like city council meetings? | know they have them every
once in a while but the last one we pretty much had, was big concern was building the
homeless center because it was gonna bring down home prices which kinda sucked.

James [04:54] | see.

Elizabeth [04:55] But um, maybe they could do things to involve the community in the
project for the LA River. Not everyone wants something to be built without everyone
knowing about it. Maybe something like that can work? Communication between the
community.

James [05:10] Do you think like social media as well?

Elizabeth [05:11] Yeah! Cuz | know some, my next-door neighbors have been here a
really long time and they have an app where they talk to each-other. But it's only a few
members... so maybe something on a bigger scale for everybody. Everyone knows
everyone, kids all go to the same school and it's like we're all the same community
because we are pretty much in one corner so it's like maybe something like that would
help like a twitter?

James [05:40] | think that's it for now, thank you so much!
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Name: Steven

Location: SureGrip South Gate
Date: April 12, 2019

Interviewer(s): James and Andrew
Language: English

Steven [00:00:00] Well. I mean, I understand what the city and the county and the state
are trying to do. | understand that. And | think that in some cases it is a good idea. It's
poor execution. Their thought process is good to help these struggling cities and to do
these things. But what they're doing is not necessarily going to help. Doing a
revitalization of the LA. River and having people kayak down the LA. River is not going
to happen. | can almost guarantee that no one in their right mind would want to step
foot in the LA. River. OK. Not to mention that taking out the concrete and putting in
green space and putting in parks and things like that. Great. But every city that borders
the LA. River Is not exactly a good city. And it's just going to make...it's going to give the
homeless people more places to stay. And it's going to give more drug use and drug
sales and all that kind of stuff that's already happening in and around the LA. River
already. They want to help. And | get it. | think that that's great. But there's other ways
that | think that they can do this instead of revitalizing or not revitalizing. The LA. River
was never nice to begin with. So it's mainly just a project to you know spend money
that the federal government is giving them to do. And if that's what they have to use it
for then | guess that's what they had to use it for. I'm not going to see any benefit out
of it. Where we are here, this is just my office. Thi Is my work. I'm not going to see any
benefit of it. The LA. River's right there. You know | know that but I'm not sure exactly
what they're planning on getting out of this whole project. They're also doing a lot of
Section 8 housing locally here. Doing one right across the street from me. I'm not
excited about that. We already get a lot of homeless people that walk around here all
the time. They damage property. They steal things. And that's what | think they should
be doing more to help that than anything else. And | just don't think that it's going to
do much. | mean | applaud their efforts | really do they're doing something. And | think
that that's the right step to do. But spending all this money. To make a green space for
people to go buy drugs and you know that's what they want to do it's what they want to
do.

James [00:02:48] OK. So yeah, you would say in your opinion the LA River restoration
should focus on solving the homeless and drug problems before putting in amenities?
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Steven [00:03:03] I think doing this is going to escalate the problems. OK. It's going to
give them more places for them to do what they need to do. Mm hmm. | think it's
probably a good thing for the ecological system. The environmental science aspect of it
| think is probably pretty good. | think what they're failing to understand is that the
cities that are bordering this the LA. River are, are notoriously not very good cities.
Boyle Heights, Southgate, Lynwood, Paramount. You know they're not very good cities
when it comes to a lot of this stuff. And if they're going to benefit from this and have a
park. That's great. But if you look at all the parks in the cities right now. There really
aren't any, and if there are. There's a lot of drug use a lot of homeless people live in
there. All right that's all I'm saying. And | don't know what to do with the homeless
population. I don't know. I'm not a politician. I'm not an urban planner I'm an urban
developer. | don't know. But when we have people wandering into our property and
stealing things in the back. Which we have camera systems and | can show you all
these people that come here. It's going to be a problem. And they're taking money from
the from the government which is great. And obviously there are probably a lot of
corrupt individuals that are just probably pocketing a lot of this money. Bell Gardens
they've all been accused of corruption in the past and they've never had to do anything
for it. And that's a problem. And this being a problem, just the same, is getting money
from the federal government. People making plans, overages, construction companies. |
can see it already. I've seen It too many times since I've been here in and around this
this area. | mean that's just my personal opinion. | know it's not exactly what you were
hoping to hear today.

James [00:05:23] A lot of people have brought up the issue of homelessness and drug
use. And so It's a pretty common theme amongst people we've talked to about their
worry about it. So yeah that's kind of what we've encountered so far.

Steven [00:05:39] | think from an environmental standpoint environmental science
standpoint it makes sense and knowing what you're doing now on the phone | didn't
know your environmental science major. | didn't actually know what that was or what
you did. | think from that standpoint it makes a lot of sense and | think that that's
probably a good thing to do to get water back in the water table and this and that blah
blah. But | don't know if you were born here or from Southern California but the LA
River is nasty when it rains and it's just you can't go to the beach for a week because of
the water.

James [00:06:15] Yeah. I'm actually not from the area.
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Steven [00:06:18] Where are you from?
James [00:06:19] Guam.
Steven [00:06:20] OK. Yeah that's a long way away. Quite a bit yeah right.

James [00:06:26] LA, the whole LA. River, is actually pretty interesting to me and pretty
Interesting topic. So it's nice to hear what the actual people on the ground are thinking
and we kind of jumped ahead but | guess you can just introduce yourself your
business.

Steven [00:06:39] Sure, my name is Steven Ball. | own a business here with my family.
We manufacture roller skates in South Gate, California. We've been in this facility since
1980. Before that we were across the riverbed in Lynwood. And we've been in business
since 1937. It's a family business. It is a family business has been very good to my
family over the years. The fourth generation of my family to be in this business. I'm
lucky. | don't take anything for granted. | work my ass off. | do everything that | can. And
when you contacted me, being you know a college graduate myself, | like to give back. |
like to do things for for the education system as much as | can. My family or my father
unfortunately or fortunately went to USC. Yeah I did not. | got rejected. | end up playing
baseball at a smaller school so | end up doing that little bit different around here
though. So I've been born and raised been here all my life. So I'm the one that you
probably want to talk to. These types of things that I've been around it for my whole
life.

James [00:07:55] So | guess like on a personal level, on a personal level like have you
ever visited the river or use the river for anything?

Steven [00:08:03] There's nothing to use in the river. There's like a couple of bike paths
on top of it. | did that when | was a kid. | have not done it since and | don't particularly
want to. Underneath all the overhangs, It's where all the homeless people live. And
when you come out here and you know the cops you call the cops they know that's
where they live. That's where they stay. They don't even want to go over there because
they don't want to go into their habitat or habitats not the right word. They don't want
g0 Into the territory because of the drug use and needles they don't want to get get
hurt and | don't, | don't have a problem with that. But you know nobody wants to to
face the facts. Nobody wants to confront the homeless people if you've seen them. If
you went on the 710 right over here there's a huge encampment on the side of the
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riverbed. Where are they going to go? What are you going to do with them when you
bulldoze that thing and make a nice little park? Where are they going to go? Yeah you
know | can see a recreational thing, | can see doing something | can really see it. As
that as being a benefit but in the city of LA, | just don't see that working. | see that
working in Denver. | see that working in you know like Austin, you know in San Antonio,
In maybe like Chicago area. But in Los Angeles with the gangs and stuff that we have
here. It's just not | don't think it's you're going to get families to go there and picnic on
a Saturday unfortunately. Yeah and kayaking down the LA. River is by far the funniest

because I've grown up with the river the way that it is. And anybody who goes in the
rivers can get hepatitis. And anybody who's gone in the river who have in the past, if
you've lived, looked it up on the news there's always some kid every year when it rains.
Got a boogie board trying to go to the beach on the LA. River and he always has to be
rescued. Okay so that's the LA. River to me. Yeah that's what | see. Now if they want to
redo it and make it really nice and actually like a real river there's no real water. That
like feeds the LAA. River, it's just rain. So that's where you get all the mud and all the
nasty stuff that happens, so when that happens in the LA. River it does flood. It does
get pretty high from time to time. | mean what's going to happen to our nice green
space that we build. I don't want that to just to be decimated. You know I've seen what
happens when rivers flood and trees and everything just get eroded. You know it could
be a potential problem. And I'm sure that's where the environmental science major
comes in at to figure all that stuff out. And I'm not smart enough to do that. But | know
or | feel like I would know about what's going to happen once this is done and my
Interpretation of it is no one's really going to use it okay.

James [00:11:03] That kind of jumps in to like the kind of final part of our topic
discussion as the LA. River. It is kind of the way it is the concrete channel because of
like flood control. Do you feel like, are you concerned about its flood capacity and the
flood control abilities in terms of moving forward in terms of climate change?

Steven [00:11:27] | don't know. | don't see it. It's never overflowed as far as | know. I've
seen it pretty high. These last big rains we have. It's gotten pretty high but I've seen it
higher. So | don't really think that it's going to cause much of an issue where it
overflows the banks, in my personal opinion. But you know | don't know as far as
climate change is concerned. I'm not trying to say that I'm a skeptic of it. I'm not. | think
there needs to be more research involved in it. We can discuss ice ages in the past that
didn't have CO2 gas emissions and all that stuff when | was in school. | heard a very
Interesting talk in my environmental science class and forget who the gentleman was
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that they got. But he came in and it was kind of sad what happened because in school
you know you're not... you're made to kind of think for yourself and to make decisions
for yourself and to learn and to learn that process that goes into the education system
and how you get to graduating and becoming smarter. And | liked the fact that at my
school, we brought in some people who you may not see at a university. In most cases
you see someone who would argue the other side. And | really liked that fact because
we go down in the education system we always go one direction. We never really get to
see everything. You know schools like Berkeley and things like that you're really only
going down one side. And | like the fact that to at least address the other side's
concern. There is climate change and I'm not trying to say there's not climate change
because clearly there is but | like listening to what someone else has to say about It.
So for climate change, | don't know what's going to happen and nobody knows what's
going to happen. You know it's our Earth. It's our planet, our weather systems. | don't
think anyone's really going to know exactly what's going to happen tomorrow. Anything
can happen. But | think trying to do things and what we're doing trying to eliminate
emissions and all this stuff | think is a great idea. | mean you can smell the air here is
terrible, you know. But coming from some place like Guam it's a lot cleaner and a lot
clearer outside not as much smog going to Hawail or things like that. It's a lot better
you know. But this is what we got for right now so we need to make the best that we
can and in this situation you're trying to revitalize the riverbed. Probably a good idea.
More water in the water table. There's nothing wrong with that. You know | think that's
a good thing but I'm just concerned about the other side of it.

James [00:14:27] All right. | think, that's pretty much wraps up here. [To Andrew] you
have anything to comment?

Andrew [00:14:35] No not really. I was just going to say that we're also doing like a
humans of the LA. River kind of thing and if you're interested, If we were to picture a
you and just post it on our research, a little profile.

James [00:14:49] Yeah sure yeah. And if you want. Yeah. And any final thoughts from
you or pretty much said it all? I mean.

Steven [00:15:12] No not really. Yeah. I mean | didn't know anything about this. So |
don't even know If | voted on this or not. But you know typically, you know it costs
money and I'll vote for it but that's just me. But now we're getting into a whole other
side. Which is you know poor use of government funds.
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James [00:15:19] That was also something that I've encountered OK. Some people like
they're like well this isn't gonna take money to do all these things and this is going to
come from taxes. So that's also another concern. Which if that is a concern for you, we
would also like to hear what you think about that.

Steven [00:15:36] What was the someone said something the other day was a quote
from Ronald Reagan? And it was something about like the government doesn't do
whatever, it just subsidizes everything. So it's like it doesn't actually make any money
doesn't actually create something all you do is just spend. And spending money on this
Is probably a good thing. Although you probably drove up here and our roads are
terrible. You know the roads are falling apart every time it rains a fall. I'd rather have
money go spent on that. There's supposed to be a gas tax. And all that money's
supposed to go to roads. The money from the lottery is supposed to go to the schools.
You know | don't see that. | see the schools cutting programs not increasing programs.
They cut, when | was in high school they cut athletics from the middle schools. And
giving kids something to do after school other than go home and play video games or
do drugs is the important thing. And they're cutting those programs. | don't. And then
you see, you know kids out on the streets or whatever and then | think it just
perpetuates the problem. And you know say what you want about sports or
extracurricular activities. They want a lot of kids just to go and learn and to be better at
taking tests. Essentially, and | don't think taking a test really gives you a lot of like life
skills and life lessons. | wasn't a very good test taker. | didn't go. | went to public school
but | didn't get into a good college. | wasn't very smart. But | wasn't a very good test
taker. And my dad didn't bribe the right people at USC to get me in. | didn't do crew. So
you know, | just think that there's other things that the government could spend their
money on to kind of help the situations and all they want to do is get elected because
they make a two hundred thousand dollars a year being a senator. And that's what
they want to do. And then you get Bernie Sanders writing a book and makes a million
dollars writing a book. What?! | have no idea what that book was about. Like you get
Barack Obama and his wife. His wife wrote a book. About what being the first lady |
guess, and you make millions of dollars on it. And | don't understand, you become
president. He's president for two years and now he's somewhat retired. | thought she
wanted to be in public service. Yeah | thought she wanted to continue to give back. So
you just quit. You're 40 50 years old. OK I'm done. Yeah. Interesting. So | just think that
it's kind of a... it's like a one way street for a lot of those guys. All they want is get paid. |
don't think they really want to give back to the community. It's my personal opinion. All
right. Well but prove me wrong. Yes. Let's build a river.
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Interviews 014, 015, 016, 017, 018, 019
April 12, 2019

Observations

Lots of Spanish speakers and some Chinese/Asian-language speakers. Of the people
Andrew and Kamryn interviewed, most didn't know about the River or knew of any
restoration projects in the area. Some people commuted to work in South Gate. At the
River, there were maybe 4 bikers, a couple walking, a guy walking and listening to music
and sitting in the River. It was a hot day out.

Name: Nora

Location: Eyebrow Threading

Date: April 12, 2019

Interviewer(s): Kamryn and Andrew
Language: English

| live In Artesia
Working here for 3 years

She does not know about the LA River at all and does not have knowledge about
restoration.

Climate change due to weather

A female employee from a beauty salon lives in Artesia, but has been working in South
Gate for 3 years. She doesn't know about the LA River at all, nor does she have
knowledge about restoration. She believes that climate change is due to weather.

Name: Yvette

Location: Boba Store

Date: April 12, 2019

Interviewer(s): Kamryn and Andrew
Language: English

lvette has been living in South Gate for 6 years, went to South Gate High School, and
has worked here for a year and a half.
She likes to be outdoors.
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She hasn't heard about the restoration effort about at all or the LA River.
She doesn't think we have deep floods so it doesn't affect it.

A young female employee working at a boba shop, has been living in South Gate for 6
years, went to South Gate High School, and has worked in the city for a year and a half.
She hasn't heard about the LA River or any restoration efforts. She doesn't think we
have deep floods.

Name: Cafe China Employee

Location: Cafe China

Date: April 12, 2019

Interviewer(s): Kamryn and Andrew

Language: English

She's from Alhambra and comes to South Gate to work

She's been at the River only by passing by it.

She's never seen or heard of the LA River restoration, she's just seen the expansion of
the bridge.

She thinks the water gets high.

A female employee at a Chinese cafe is from Alhambra. She's never seen or heard of
the LA River restoration; she's just seen the expansion of the bridge. She thinks the
water gets to high levels.

Demographics:
Asians and Indians working here

Name: Manager of Lucky Supermarket
Location: Lucky Supermarket

Date: April 12, 2019

Interviewer(s): Kamryn and Andrew
Language: English

He work In the area but does not live here.

He has no experience with the LA River.

He doesn’'t know much about the River.

He believes restoration efforts will benefit everyone, the environment and the
community.

He has just heard about restoration but no specific projects.
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Climate change affects all of us so we have to do our best individually

The business manager of a supermarket does not have any experiences with the LA
River. Additionally, he is not informed with the LA river altogether. He believes that
restoration efforts will benefit both the community and environment. However, he has
not heard about any specific projects in terms of restoration. He also mentions that
climate change will affect everyone equally, so each individual in society must do their
part individually to protect the earth.

Name: Little Caesar's Pizza Manager

Location: Little Cesar

Date: April 12, 2019

Interviewer(s): Kamryn and Andrew

Language: English

He is from South Gate.
He has never heard of the River.
He has no thoughts on climate change or flooding,

The manager from a pizza place, a South Gate native, has never heard of the River.
Additionally, he has no thoughts or opinions on climate change and flooding.

Name: Foto Studio Employee
Location: Foto Studio

Date: April 12, 2019

Interviewer(s): Kamryn and Andrew
Language: English

He is from Bell Gardens but works in South Gate.
He doesn’'t know about the River but passes by it.
He doesn’t know about the changes to the River.

He doesn't think climate change and flooding will affect the South Gate community at
all.

An employee of Foto Studio, a native of Bell Gardens, does not know about the River
although he passes by it to get to work every day. He has not heard of any changes and
revitalization efforts with the River. Additionally, he does not think climate change,
particularly in relation to flooding, will be a detrimental effect to the South Gate
community.
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Name: Richard Ludt
Location: [Emailed]
Date: [Emailed]
Interviewer(s): Andrew
Language: English

Andrew How might the river revitalization plans might affect your business?

Richard As a demolition contractor and recycler, it would have no real effect on our
business.

Andrew Have you personally visited the river in the last year?

Richard | have been to the river for a campaign stop with Anthony Rendon and Kamala
Harris a couple of years ago, but that is about it.

Andrew Roles that the river plays in the city?

Richard | know the City of South Gate has big plans for the river. Talk to Arturo
Cervantes, head of Public Works, he is leading that push.

Andrew Do you see any impacts that the river changes might have on aesthetic
purposes/climate change/flood control/etc.

Richard Please see above. With the plans the City has for the river, | think it will greatly
enhance the City.

Name: Steven

Location: South Gate Regional Park
Date: April 27, 2019

Interviewer(s): James and Camila
Language: English

Camila [00:00] Oh I'm Camila.
James [00:02] Yeah and then James.
Steven [00:03] Steven, | would shake your hand but my hands are dirty...

Camila [00:05] And your beautiful dog is?
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Steven [00:07] Pook
James [00:09] | guess you can just tell us.. are you from South Gate?

Steven [00:15] I actually live in Watts, yeah. | only come down here to walk my dog, ya
know. Over there they'll try to take him. I don't wanna deal with it.

James [00:24] And so do you know about the LA River?

Steven [00:027] | mean | used to go, | used to go ride my bike around there. | used ride
fixes and whatnot so. Just to ride that..that that pathway.

James [00:36] And then what would you say is your experience like with the River could
you talk
more about what you do or what you would experience down on the River?

Steven [00:48] Uhh dang well when | used to ride my fixie I'll usually go like sometimes
I'll go alone sometimes go with group but there's a lot of sketchy things on the River
honestly, a lot of sketchy people. You know especially like on the under the bridge part
where the traffic is

James [01:03] Yeah.

Steven [01:04] So like definitely I've had a couple of run-ins. There's even like a couple
of gang houses down there | don't know if you guys know about those down by Atlantic
so..yeah there's a lot of things to just watch out, a lot of people but its just.. other than

that | just go for the path along and what not.

James [01:23] so are you familiar with what the city is trying to do with the LA River in
terms of like restoration and revitalization?

Steven [01:31] Mm no. | don't know what is going on.
James [01:34] So basically the city is kind of trying to kind of create more paths more

recreation and more parks on the river and so we're trying to see what the community
wants and what their concerns about if things like that were to happen.
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Steven [01:51] Oh definitely would be like I'd say just other people like I said the people
that live under the bridges and just tend to you know be around there when they're
not supposed to and just claim [it] as their own little spot in their territory and they
tend to get pretty aggressive so | can only imagine what's it gonna be like when they
actually have little recreational centers that they can actually take over and you know
have their own little renown spot you know so it's like who's it really gonna be for?
There has to be eyes there. There has to be constant surveillance definitely because
It's just it's just currently like | don't see it as a safe place. | wouldn't let my kids or
younger relatives go out there and you know trust them to be out there safe when I've
been there myself and know what it's like you know?

Camila [02:39] Right.
Steven [02:40] So yeah | don't know/

James [02:42] Is there anything you would like to see happen there, like specifically if
they work to, if not a park something else?

Steven [02:49] | mean | honestly just that long sometimes it could be very like that long
little long in the route long little walkway down the LA River, it's really nice and really
calm | mean if there wasn't like trash or what not around. Of course we could like pick
up, but that's just uh a community effort you know it is not a thing that one one group
can focus on. It has to be like a community of the whole and | feel as though like, if
there just [had] more surveillance more security there... you know just like more people
are forcing like the no soliciting type thing then | think it'd be pretty nice to see
something go down there maybe you know? A place where people just..like even like a
little jogging community | don't know.

James [03:35] And so you said you didn't you didn't really know about what the city's
plans are how do you think the city could improve that in terms of communicating?

Steven [03:49] | don't know if you guys have seen those like your campuses, I'm sure
UCLA has them but the emergency lights you know the emergency little beacons those
would be like I think the best thing to have around there. Like | know like recently
there's been like I don't know it's just so much crime lately, so much stuff is going

on. But | say like just more security, more surveillance, a couple of those beacons
around, more lights, definitely.
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James [04:23] And | guess if you were to describe the LA River in like one word?
Steven [04: 29] One word...
Camila [04:31] Any word.

Steven [04:31] It's unpredictable. You know what | mean because it could be really it
could be really calm and tranquil. But it can have you really edgy and | don't know If |
wanna be here but | wanna be here but | can't because | can't enjoy it, you know what |
mean? It's beautiful though, a couple tags here and there, trash nobody likes to see
trash, it just ruins everything.

James [05:03] As a part of, we're environmental science students and so a part of our
research is asking what the community feels about flooding risk and climate change in
terms of that there's a higher risk that the River will over flood it in terms of future
climate change. Do you do you have any concerns about that or any thoughts about
flooding?

Steven [05:30] Ooh about flooding? Yeah we're dry over [here] so.
James [05:34] Hahaha

Steven [05:34] | don't know if I would mind I mean... I know but that would be actually
be a serious problem and issues though. I'm gonna be real honest | haven't really |
wasn't really aware of any potential flooding you know? Like the River's never too high |
don't know. | never would have figured it could flood you know..something definitely
that you got me worried about.

James [06:01] it's kind of interesting because when you said you described it as
unpredictable, that's kind of like the first thing that popped into my head is that
usually that LA River is nice and calm but when there's a winter storm it can actually
get pretty violent and unpredictable in that way yeah.. So | guess that pretty much hit
all the marks yeah, all right. Thank you so much have a good Saturday.

Steven [06:24] No problem you guys have a good one!
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Name: AnMarie
Location: UCLA

Date: May 02, 2019
Interviewer(s): Kamryn
Language: English

Kamryn [00:00:00] Like who you are and then what your involvement is.

AnMarie [00:00:03] Involvement is. Okay. So my name's AnMarie Mendoza. I'm a current
grad student. I am a tribal committee member for the Tongva Gabrielino Tribe. There's
different family sects that make up Tonga. Like there's just people that don't call
themselves the Tonga but | associate myself with Tongva Gabrielino. And | work in
water. I've been doing this since | was an undergrad. My first. My first introduction into
actually working with water was working with the Paiute of the Owens Valley. So
currently Los Angeles receives 30 percent of their water from the Owens Valley. And
like. I remember being an undergrad having one of the Paiute come in and talk about
their water experiences and then just realizing that our stories are connected so you
know 100 years ago Moho?? came in and they made this aqueduct and the way that it's
praised and everybody was just you know this person that's like this marvelous
engineer brought all this water from this unknown area to build the city of Los Angeles
but no one ever talks about the indigenous perspective like what does it mean to
actually degrade the homelands over there and bring water in here. Like. Who said we
wanted more people here. You know obviously Los Angeles. Couldn't sustain itself with
the water they did have. So they had to ruin other people's homelands and building
connections with those tribes. So we have a lot of similarities. So | worked with the
Paiute and a lot of my understanding of water comes from them which Is interesting
because | grew up in the ghetto and like in the hood and | was in a gang when | was
younger so | didn't get to know myself as a tribal person but | dealt with all the. Bad
things of my homelands. They never got to like reap any of the good things. And now
that I'm older and have a kid and in a privileged space I'm able to realize like my
connection to the line is deep and | need to fight for it. And it's always been in my
heart but now | get to actually do it. And you know it's a little different. | mean I'm not
the most traditional person but | feel like that works in my favor because | could
communicate to a bigger audience of people that. Come from where | come from. That
want to do. Good things for their communities. So it's like it sucks because | would
have loved to grow up traditionally and to understand the songs and to have that
connection. But like you know | do what I can now and it's good. Like my son will grow
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up with it with tribal consciousness. And. That's a good thing for me. But no matter if
what you're native and you feel the love for water. You you know you just grow up like
that. | remember having dreams of water when | was little and | was just like oh that's
cool but like not being able to connect until | got older like more like the water talking
to me like this is my life's work. So it's really interesting coming full circle. But yes |
work and decolonizing the Los Angeles water narrative so that means you know
changing the mainstream conception about how. Well where water comes from whose
land you're on and you know what a shitty job people are doing with managing the
resource and even problemitizing calling it a resource. | have an elder who's things
Craig Torres. Site your elders. He tells us to look at you know the plants the water
animals not as resources but as relatives. So imagine the paradigm shift of not looking
at you know water as a resource but looking at it as something that you know that's
like your family member like this game changing and that's something that | try to
bring to my work. I like the idea of changing a paradigm changing how people think
about it. Tell me a little bit more about like what you mean like. You learned about
water when you're younger. When | was younger like you just have to look around and
you know | grew up in the San Gabriel Valley. So there's a lot of mining going on. So
you literally like you know San Gabriel. Mountains. Like they always kind of spoke to me
and they always like. They were like the postcard of my life. And you know anytime
something came for them as far as development goes because as of right now they just
keep tearing sides of mountains down to make concrete to build the city. And like |
always thought that was wrong or | didn't like it it bothered me. But I you know
obviously like when you're. Come from like low income family. And single parent like
you're not even able to wrap your head around these things because you're literally
just trying to make it week to week. And also grew up in what | now know as water
poverty which | did not know | grew up in a mobile home. So like mobile homes have
horrible piping. So there's a lot of times like | would say at least once a month we
didn't have water because something would break down. You don't have money to fix it
you're fucked. You don't get you don't have water. And that really made me conscious
of water and water use and how much it sucks to not have water. And that's one thing
in LA. people where every time they turn on the faucet that they could at least depend
on that. But | grew up where that wasn't always dependable. | like to struggle and to
have to watch people's house to take showers and. To do all that. So I always like grew
up with the appreciation of water and knowing that. Like what | actually didn't know |
got here like not everybody lives like this you know when | go to college to realize like
man like, what the fuck. We were like really rugged and like roughing it. But | didn't
know you know obviously you don't know you don't know. So anyways the was like. We
always had a strong connection to water but it wasn't until older that | realized like. My
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my history and my connection to this land in a deeper way not like over from here
okay. What does that mean? Like no like our people like had this knowledge that is
embedded in our DNA. And you know in our in our souls and our spirits and that it
does try to come and communicate with you. It's just. When you have like colonization
waves of colonization and you just doing what you think you're supposed to be doing
then. You don't. It speaks to you and it bothers you. And | remember like looking
towards gangs or looking things to like kind of feed this need for community slash like
to do something more but not knowing what to do with it. And. | went back to college
after I had my son and. | knew | wanted to do something to help. Take care of my land.

AnMarie [00:00:00] But it felt like | wanted to stop this mining. | won't. Why is this air
quality so shitty. Why. Why is it like this. But. You know God opens all these doors and
here | am doing this work. | was called to do it. I just did it. No like. Yes life is crazy. |
tell you.

Kamryn [00:00:17] Yeah no it's awesome because now you're like on this path now
through your experience experiences this is what you're doing. Exactly. Yeah it's been
pretty cool. Yeah. Yeah | agree with you on that. Yeah. We turn on the faucet. We don't
think twice about oh just getting this water. And | like your approach of like kind of like
the relationship with the land. Like taking care of the land.

AnMarie [00:00:39] Like it's part of you guys. It really. There's no separation. | have. Let
me cite my elder again Julia Morgan. She said something great was just like for native
people our land is a reflection of who we are. So it's like looking into a mirror. So how
do you think | feel looking into LA | don't feel very good. So | got to do what | need to
do. To make it better because it really really is like | attacked your being your
consciousness. There iIs even | have sisters or relatives that are Tongva guys while
they're like sometimes we just we feel like dying because it's like the hurdles are so.
Big to overcome here and like the state of our rivers and the more development. And.
Like | totally feel that way too just like hopeless. But at the same time like future
generations that depend on us to do this work now. So it's so important in this critical
juncture of sustainable planning and a sustainable plan LA and Grand Challenges and
all this bullshit and you're just like well we've got to do something and we've got to
Insert ourselves somehow and we can't just give up. So that's where | find myself today.
| it so weird. | never thought like who would think | worked on so I'm working on water
three four years ago just because | wanted to work with water and now like all this you
know. This stuff is happening politically I'm like Oh. Well | guess this is. You know our
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ancestors are crazy man. Like they were like No it always happened is oh yeah So here
we are.

Kamryn [00:02:01] No that's awesome and kind of like. Kind of somewnhat related but
like. That when you said like it's like a mirror. Right. Like what do we see when we see
all of this and we're not connected at all to it and it's a mirror of ourselves. | forget who
was listening to but it's kind of like.

Kamryn [00:02:18] The state of kind of where we're like on a global scale like let's say
for instance like so Mother Nature is has more feminine energy let's say it does. And so
yeah. And so like well why is there such a big thing in society right now about. Feminine
energy and females and. Society and females in the workplace whatever and it's like
how we're treating our environment like we don't have any appreciation for female
energy. And so yeah | definitely agree with what you're saying. Yeah.

AnMarie [00:02:49] Yeah. It's like native people acknowledge that because we look at
water as having a feminine energy and a lot of times and even in my writing I'm like |
don't even do it. | want to put she like she's wants to be restored she blah blah blah
but it's just like how Is this. | don't know. It's just like the breaking of the paradigm. But
it is definitely feminine and you know. | always like personified the LA river and I'm like
| feel like her. | feel like I'm channelized like | feel like you know. You know. a bunch a
bunch of like societal concrete is poured on me and | can't function the way | want to
function or need to function and I'm hurting and I'm like | feel your pain girl like I pass
her all the time and I'm just like. Same bitch like you know like we're on the same page
and. A lot of my older relatives feel that way too and it's not just know me I'm not
creating the nothing new it's just. I'm able to. Transcribe it in this realm. And like |
that's why it's like to cite people because this is work done by community not just one
person. And like. I'm just happy to have people to talk to about it now. And now we're
just like Oh my God | feel like that too and like. It's really it's really powerful to have
like the sisterhood of people that | work with that aren't in academic spaces but
definitely like help me with my work. Yeah. So. I'd like to acknowledge those as many
times so | always say site my Elder site my community member because we have to do
it for you know this shit like why don't we do that for the actual people who are. Really
Inspiring our work.

AnMarie [00:04:16] That's what my writing I'm sorry it's all relative cuz I'm writing my
thesis and I'm like no they're getting their shout out.
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Kamryn [00:04:21] Yeah. So tell me a little bit more about your thesis and your project.

AnMarie [00:04:24] Oh my God it's a hot mess but it's like there's two parts of it cuzl
hate myself. So there's a community part of my documentary. It's a. Practice of Public
pedagogy and then there's this. The second part which is to me like little not as
exciting part of the writing. So it's really hard to like divide my time but the community
part is really important to me. | have done, in the past 3 years done on a lot of like
actions and | actually walked with some Paiute along the Los Angeles River. You know
the entirety of it as much as you can because there's some parts you can't get to but
we spent a night at parks and we did like this huge walk it was for this thing called
Walking waters. | didn't know what | was getting myself involved with but this is where
the idea started to come take shape. And so walking Waters is primarily like a white
enviro thing which | didn't know which was kind of creepy. When | finally was into it.
But they've been walking from the Owens Valley to here to restore our relationship
with water. You know like that was their fucking thing but a lot of Paiute work with
them and they're good. They're good folks. So the Paiute were like what well we're
gonna do our last leg in Los Angeles it's like where you come on this walk because we
need to have at least some, cuz tribal people are about protocol. So we're gonna be
walking your land you want to do this walk. It's two weeks was like 17 days. You're
gonna be spending night apart pretty much going to live homeless. Yeah and | was like
Hell yeah let's do this. So | was like shook because I'm like First off nobody in LA. could
get these permits but yet this outside White group comes in like oh can you sleep at
these parks and they're like sure. They just sign these fucking. I'm like you're over here
you're criminalizing the people who actually live here for sleeping in parks. But here we
are. So it was like protected by a blanket of whiteness. So | just wanna put that out
there. But anyways. So | got to really see the. State of the river and it was heartbreaking
and | learned a lot and | got to talk to the native folks and sing with them and you
know just be along the river to see like you know how it changes from neighborhood to
neighborhood and then also to see who the fuck's using water and who's using it
responsibly who's using it irresponsibly how the DWP targets certain neighborhoods to
conserve while they don't target some other neighborhoods.

[00:00:49] Look around you. No no DWP is out here telling these folks to conserve. Like
it's ridiculous. But in low income people say oh change out your lawns we'll give you
money to change you know and just like | see you like to. It's just the conservation.
That's where | learned to. But anyway so during his walk | was like All right. There's
obviously like this big disconnect about even the folks coming in. These well-meaning
white folks coming in they, the they had no idea that they're on Indigenous land and
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anything about us they're just like oh well you guys are stealing Owens Valley water
and | do the British voice because there's a lady she's pretty irritating but she was like
oh you guys you know using this water don't even know, but it's like well you're coming
to my land we know that you're here. So like there's problems all across the board. So |
thought I need to make like some kind of PSA a very basic one oh one who's land you
on whose water are you using and how has it impacted Indigenous people especially
like during that time | was like | kept hearing all these DWP people and communities
and organizations like sustainability sustainability like you know hearing that and then
hearing you know Paiutes talking about well sustainability is a buzzword for yall.

[00:02:00] Allen Bay Cox had this sustainability is a buzzword for you all but for us it
was a way of life you know and you guys are watering down what this really means
about reciprocity of taking stuff or putting it back and taking stuff and putting it back.
So I'say I learned a lot from a Paiute like that's this shit | was like. That's how we do it
like you know is resourceful you just you know you don't take more than you need
because that's just how you're gonna keep going and like western like consciousness
it's like well we've got to build and you know extract and market driven logic and it's
just like this ain't working for us anymore. So on that walk | thought | need to do
something and | need to do something that is close to home. So with me | grew up in
the hood. And the people that | feel like have a lot of power that are very underrated
our graffiti artists. Because everybody loves them some graffiti artists. So one of the
people that was very popular hood famous if you will lives close to my mom and |
asked him you know hey you want to work on this project with me because we threw
an event. He did a flyer and this flyer like everybody loved the flyer because it told a
story within a picture | can show you the pictures. Yeah but so. So | said All right | have
an idea. We're gonna do five part series but the pictures are gonna tell a story. But with
the access of a QR code it's going to be like a two to three like real basic breaking
down what the picture means. So what | want. My vision was to talk about Lands before
contact. So who were we. What do we do. How do we live. Then we're gonna talk about
it. Colonialism. Like what that took away from our people. How the landscape started
changing the current state of affairs and then possible solutions. And all Native people
no white experts. Just all Native people speaking to our understanding of water and
our lands and what we need to do to restore that because that that's a perspective
that's totally erased. So with the hopes when this project is finished is that you know
goes you know people will be exposed to that and you know start integrating us in a
real way because we're at the end a day where nations we're not another minority
group we're nations we have sovereignty and we're not being respected in that way in
the city's landscape and it's like the trajectory of doing that. It's built into the system.
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So I guess | just want to like you know agitate people because | feel like the everyday
person in Los Angeles doesn't even know this stuff because we have a low quality of
life people that actually live here have a low quality of life. They have to work two or
three jobs for their shitty rent. You know this is just bad. So it's like how do |
communicate with those people because our oppression is needs you know what they
did to us they doing to you know gentrification is nothing but neo colonialism of
displacing people that you know are from a place and you know all not get out of my
way because | want to build here | want to gentrify this area like they David that was
first you know and so how can we connect our stories and become stronger. And then
also use our sovereignty to uplift other people that are being oppressed. So it's it's like
a process. But yeah that's that's where | got the idea to do the work and. You know
being from the hood is not always about things like these are audience I'm trying to get
to so. | have resources. | have my brother who makes documentaries or he's | have my
brother who makes documentaries or he's he's making a documentary now and then |
have. My friend who's a graffiti artist that because of him thousands of people would
be exposed to the story that wouldn't otherwise be exposed to this story. So I'm really
happy that he's involved and on board.

Kamryn [00:00:17] That's crazy because like you have a lot of outlets to reach a lot of
people which is great.

AnMarie [00:00:26] Not just circle jerk here because it's like nobody, nobody cares here
like they do but they don't like. It doesn't matter because a lot of people are just
coming in here using up resources and bouncing and doing their own thing. Well I'm
living here long term. Generations my family will be here long term so | am invested. So
my work isn't for academic consumption. That part now I'm working on this other part
where I'm like uh it's. Terrible.

Kamryn [00:00:49] That's crazy. So he's going to have these pictures can you show
them some?

AnMarie [00:01:00] so its a five part series. And hopefully in the middle of June. But |
think my take a little bit longer because | did find somebody that will translate so
that's important. | want it translated all in Spanish. So then even more people could
have access to it. Yeah. Because | think the more people who understand. What the city
was before. That could really make those connections look like how it Is now. It's not
that much different. You know it's really not. it's transformed. Colonization transforms.
You know that's that's what it does it's good at that.
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[00:01:48] AnMarie: While we wait is there any like other things. kamryn: Yeah. So in
terms of like the actual like restoration efforts define that how you will. with Like.
Projects or. gentrification putting up. Hotels right next to the river. Like what are your
opinions about those current efforts that are going on.

[00:02:07] Oh like I said it's just like neocolonialism transforming to displacing people.
It's really hard to get excited. About projects. It really really is. | remember we , not that
long ago. We talked to a developer in South for a certain area in south gate and he had
these beautiful pictures about where we're going to clean up the water to the point
where. we can touch The water. And let alone, like | don't want it like like this this looks
like hella gentrifying to me like you know. And | remember being in this meeting and
somebody | would quote her but i don't know but she's like we can't have nice things
because of racism because literally this would it sounds like all these restoration
projects sounds like a huge gentrification fucking project. One after one. Like I'm not
excited for prop 68 funding I'm not excited for you know the. Prop 1 funding that goes
Into restoring like in that sad to say as an Indigenous person. The one thing | do want
Is my water restored. But dammit.. Who's it for? Who's it for. And that hurts because it's
like these you know families have been there for generations not as long as you know.
Because even me like | live in Pomona. | go to school here but Pomona is like the
outskirts of. LA. County. Because | can't afford to live out here. And eat and raise a kid.
And so I'm just thinking wow you're gonna put all these other people out too because
oh look. Now we have riverfront. You know. Availability. And a bike trail and this and
that cause. You know look at what they did to frog town and how that changed the
landscape of in that section of the river. Now there's a brewery and the coffee bean
right off the thing like Oh that's cute but not really you displaced a bunch of fucking
people. Now they live in San Bernardino. So it is just like this cycle of doing that. So it's
like that sucks like. Of course | want my river to look nice but we need to put things in
protection and like housing protection and rent control like things. Are people to be
informed about their rights. Because you can't just restore something. Without doing
that community work as well because it literally goes hand in hand. If it looks nice.
Bunch of people are gonna get kicked out. So I don't know. And then I'm not too happy
about this. Valley River steering committee. Like all these committees but yet no
Tongva representation and they've often tokenize like maybe they find one native
person to be on it but they're not Tonga. And most of the river runs through from my
homeland. So what the fuck. So it's just one of those things where I'm like it's an uphill
battle. And I. And I. Am involved in enough spaces to know. It's. Just yeah it's a lot.
Everyone has a stake in it and you know the people that are speculating have big big
stakes in it. Like. What could be the economic the jobs the. That's a big thing that
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_esentation of who the tongva. People were

pre-contact. So there's this various things that are important to my culture that are in
here. There is this, is our original home. We're known for our baskets This is like a lot of
symbolism it's like you know every art piece has like things to break down. From right
here. You see that there's like a pouring of a basket. This represents our river water
because all of our river water goes into the ocean. Now | don't know why this shit won't
go up oh here and now sees the river waters leading to the ocean. And | chose we had
a very like very crack in societies and the river and also like in the ocean.So that's what
that's representative of all these animals are very significant to our people as well. We
have stories about them. Right here is like representing ceremony where a ceremonial
people you know of people. That lived by the LA. River villages they would wake up. At
dawn to greet the day and bathe. And they did that every day. And it was a part of their
ceremony to thank the water that would start their day. So we had a very strong
connection to our water. And then. For the first two art pieces where it's introducing
tribal communities the women is front and center because we're primarily like you
know matriarchal. We had a respect like women had to make rules in society that were.
You know equal to that of their male. Of course there was you know gender dynamics
but it was not nothing like how it is today elderberry Like, just various things and then
right here at the very corner is the foreshadowing of the mission which represents our
first colonial. Like. Colonial. Way. Took the second picture is the Paiute. So it's like the
same thing, who the Paiute people were before contact. Lots of symbolism the animals
of the valley. This is where we receive our water from- Their land was called "Paiute --"
not the Owens Valley, Paiute -- means land of the flowing water. And | learned so
much from them and these are just like a very symbolic. Picture of who they were and
with the QR code you'd be able to access the two to three minute documentary of
Paiute people speaking of who they are and the same for the first one who we were
before. This shit happen and this is where the third picture comes in which is this is
the shared colonization that went through a lot of our stories are interconnected. So
right here this is a traditional Paiute water carrying basket. And as you could see it's
like symbolizing the aqueduct that was built that was they had been they think of
themselves as having two ways of colonialism. So the first were the settlers the gold
rush settlers that came in the home squatters. And then LA. the city of LA coming in
Cali they look at them to this day as a colonial force. | remember someone thing. Out




































































































































































































































































































































































































































